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A GREENWAY[S...

A Greenway is defined as a permanently conserved,
primarily passive open space that is

stewarded primarily by the community and

serves to benefit adjacent neighborhoods and the
general public.

- Greenways for Pittsburgh 2.0 Definition (January 2017)



Greenways benefit adjacent
neighborhoods and the general
public by achieving specific goals:

A Greenway is defined as a permanently conserved,
primarily passive open space that is

stewarded primarily by the community and

serves to benefit adjacent neighborhoods and the
general public.

- Greenways for Pittshurgh 2.0 Definition (January 2017)




Greenways benefit adjacent
neighborhoods and the general

public by achieving specific goals:

Equity
Ecology
Economy
Placemaking
Connectivity

EQUITY

Improve access to green space
Imi)rove access to passive recreation
Help communities build capacity

ECOLOGY

Preserve and restore native species and ecological restoration
Mange stormwater and improve air quality
Protect wildlife habitats and reduce the heat island effect

ECONOMY

Raise investment in communities through capacity building
Provide opportunities for workforce development
Reduce the impacts of illegal dumping and blighted parcels

PLACEMAKING

Protect aesthetic character of Pittshurgh’s hillsides
Provide quality green space in and between communities
Preserve cultural and historic assets

CONNECTIVITY

Improve connectivity for pedestrians and cyclists |
Improve mobility and ecological connectivity between |
greenspaces



GREENWAY TYPOLOGIES

Conservation Greenway Temporary

Passive Greenway

Active Site

Easement or Mobility Corridor




GREENWAY TYPOLOGIES

Conservation Greenway

All Pittsburgh greenways
promote conservation, but some
serve only that purpose.

Conservation greenways contain ecologically
sensitive lands such as:

= Steepslopes

= [andslide prone slopes

= Undermined hilltops

= Stormwaterand floodways
Conservation greenways allow for:

= Ecological preservation

= Stormwater management
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GREENWAY TYPOLOGIES

Passive Greenway
Most Pittshurgh greenways allow
for passive uses.

Passive greenways contain:

= Trails

= (Overlooks and scenic views

= Natural or cultural heritage assets
Passive greenways also allow uses that do
not require permanent infrastructure,
special equipment, or maintenance such as:
= Hiking

= Biking




GREENWAY TYPOLOGIES

Active Sites

Some greenways include
Active Sites with higher levels
of recreational activity.

Any activities which require permanent
infrastructure, special equipment, or
specialized maintenance are limited to
designated active sites. Some activities at
these sites would either be individually
permitted by the City or administered by a
vendor with a lease from the City.




Other elements may exist within any of the
greenway typologies where appropriate:

"

MOBILITY CORRIDOR

Mobility corridors are easements
through greenways maintained by the
City. Mobility corridors provide
improved connectivity to pedestrians
and cyclists throughout the City. They
include City Steps or rights-of-way.

Utility easements are locations where
existing utility infrastructure passes
through a greenway. These easements
fall under the operator’s responsibility
for routine maintenance.

UTILITY EASEMENT

TEMPORARY GREENWAY

Temporary greenway parcels are
parcels adjacent to designated
greenway parcels that are not
officially part of the greenway but may
function as a greenway. These parcels
may be sold in the future. Permanent
improvements should not be made to
Temporary Greenway parcels.




GREENWAY TYPOLOGIES

ANATOMY OF A GREENWAY
. Temporary
Active Commercial
,' S _e” " Active Permitted Use Site
‘ o H Use Site ﬂ
Historic Asset * "
" 4
s Wobility
Corridor
aaw
W Stormwater Site
aww \
S Trail '.
V Sewr” UTILITY EASEMEN
Dvednnk \\\\\\\\\\\ll|||ItInlllilllullllllllll:l[1|I||||!n||m|r|n|lm|i||r|||\|rl||||u1|\mlulm||||||muilllnlllulm\|i| Tl
Passive Conservation

o




GREENWAYS FOR PITTSBURGH v1(1980)

The Greenways for Pittsburgh program was established in 1980 to
designate steeply sloped, unbuildable land for the purpose of protecting
hillsides and preserving passive open space.

Greenways

for '
Pittsburgh -




Today, the City has twelve designated Greenways totaling 605 acres, and
greenways contribute to 149 of Pittshurgh’s public open space.

Hill Hollows 2010

Spring Hill / Spring Garden 1981
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Knoxville Incline 2016 e _r
ol Nine Mile Run 2012
Hazelwood 1983

Moore 2006 2t

W Greenway Fairhaven 2006

Public Open Space
Woodland
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Greenway hours are
Sunrise to Sunset
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GREENWAYS FOR PITTSBURGH 2.0 (2017)

During the creation of Pittshurgh’s Open Space Plan (2013), public input
from across the city indicated that communities wanted more greenways to
improve access to trails and natural areas, and to connect parks and other
open spaces into a network of open spaces.

The Greenways 2.0 program is a “refresh” of the program and describes
the processes, policies, and stewardship guidelines for greenways. The new
program encourages stewardship, improves the quality, connectivity, and
accessibility of greenways, and helps the city reach its ambitious
sustainability goals with regards to conservation and green infrastructure.



GREENWAYS FOR PITTSBURGH 2.0 (2017)



EXISTING GREENWAYS

The City strongly recommends
that existing Greenways

complete some of the
requirements outlined in the J— WE TAKE CARE
five phase designation process - povouwanto . I FE (RS T E

improve your

as away to find answers for \ greenway but don't GREENWAY!

Do you steward
an existing
.. greenway?

know how? .

these and other questions. e I

# Are you lacking ™.
{ capacity to maintain :
: and operate your
. greenway? ¢




NEW GREENWAYS

/" 1Is there a large ™
i area of hillside ;
i woodlands in your
“. neighborhood? -

WEWANT TO START

A GREENWAY!

" Are you excited

New greenways are required to
go through the entirety of the
greenway process. Visit the
Greenways website and read the
about the idea of Resource Guide for more

having an officially

designated Greenway |nf0rmat|0n

~. in your community? .

:.-"':Do you love the idea of:"e;
... . preserving green space
... »_and creating trails? -
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WHO IS INVOLVED?

Greenway Stewardship Group (GSG)

Every greenway has a community-based and community-lead GSG.
The GSG is responsible for maintaining and operating the greenway,
conducting community outreach, and implementing ongoing projects.



GREENWAY [IEES
PROCESS 1




EI_EM ENTS What makes a great greenway?

Greenways are often inspired by someone
imagining a trail, overlook, or other

amenity in the wooded area in their I WANT UUR
neighborhood. However, greenways are more

than just a collection of inspired projects. GR TU
Greenways artfully organize different EENWAY BE
elements to make enjoyable spaces that are '
available to all. To make a truly fantastic AWESO M E_
greenway, consider the following principles
when developing your implementation plan:

CONNECTIONS
COMMUNITY
VISIBILITY
RESILIENGE
PROTECTION
FUNI

How to Make Planning Decisions

There are many options to consider when developing an implementation plan for your greenway, and it
can sometimes be difficult to cooperate when establishing priorities. Consider the following when making
decisions regarding your greenway’s implementation plan priorities:

What did the community members say?
Use voting or other techniques to quantify community wishes for the greenway.

Does this support our vision and goals?

If suggested projects are not in support of the greenway vision and goals, they should not be a first
priority.

How much funding do we have available?

Choosing low or no cost projects first can help build momentum with a small budget.

Can we use workforce development or another benefit?
Choosing projects that create jobs or training opportunities for community members provides the
greenway with a dual benefit.

Can everyoneuse it?
Who can utilize the project once it is complete should be considered when making decisions (can only
able bodied individuals use it?).

E’ﬂ 30 | GREENWAYS FOR PITTSBURGH 2.0 RESOURCE GUIDE



Greenway Elements

The following greenway elements can be built and/or acquired for a
greenway, depending on whether it is a passive or conservation greenway.

ENTRY SIGNAGE

Greenway signage 1s standardized and should follow the City's Open
Space Signage Standard. Signs should be lacated at every major entry
and can either be freestanding or attached to access control fencing.

The signs should:

+  Identify the greenway (name)

+  Provide regulatory information

+  Prvide directional information {maps)

Who is responsible for this?

DCP is rsponsible for designing the signs. Stewards are responsible
for purchasing, mounting, and installing the signs.

TRAIL AND MILE MARKERS

Greenway trail markers are standardized and should follow the City's
Open Space Signage Standard. At the least, trail markers should be
located at every trail intersection. Trail martkers are only required
for trails that exceed 2 miles in length, Trail blazing andfor adding
attachments to trees is prahibited.

The matkers should:

+  Identify the trail name and difficulty

+  Tdentify the mileage

+  Prvide directions

Who is responsible for this?

DCP is responsible for designing the trail markers, Stewards are
responsible for purchasing, mounting, and installing the signs.

BENCHES

Benches provide a nice resting place for visitors. They should be
placed along trils, near to entry points, and at points of interest
(such as overlooks). Benches should be set back from a trail by more
than 3 feet but less than 10 feet to ensure that the bench does not
encroach within the trail or encroach within the naturalized greenway
interior Along a trail, distance between benches should be at least
200 feet.

Who is responsible for this?

Stewards are responsible for purchasing, building, and installing
benches. All benches must follow DCP standards.

32 | GREEHWAYS FOR PITTSBURGH 2.0 RESOURCE GUIDE

ACCESS CONTROL FENCE

Aecess contml fences are taller than other greenway fences to make it
more challenging for individuals to access the greenway. This type of
fencing should be used to prevent individuals from illegally dumping
or using ATWs. A 36" opening may be provided if there s a gresnway
walking trail access point. Access control fencing should be used along
roads, at the ends of roads, and along parking lots to control vehicle
access (including ATVs and motorized wehicles), and dumping.

Who is responsible for this?

Stewards are responsible for purchasing, building, and installing access
control fencing. All fencing must follow DCP standards.

ENCROACHMENT FENCE

Encroachment fences are designed to prevent property owners from
expanding their lawn or other property into the greenways, but
should not discourage visitors from entering the greenway From their
homes. This type of fence should be installed between the greenway
and private property and parks.

Wheo is respensible for this?

Stewards are responsible for purchasing, building, and installing
encroachment fencing. All fencing must follow DCP standards.

SWING GATE

Swing gates should be used at major entry points where a ubility,
City department, or Authority requires vehicularaccess through or
to the greenway. Swing gates should be flanked by access control
fencing and should stand adjacent to a 36" gap that allows for
pedestrian access.

Who is responsible for this?
The City is responsible for purchasing, building, and installing swing
gates.

COLLAPSIBLE BOLLARD

Collapsible bollards should be used at major entry points where

a ubility, City department, or Authorty requires vehicular access
through or to the greenway. Swing gates should be flanked by access
control fencing where the total entry width is 8 feet to 11 fest,
Collapsible bollards are desirable when there is not enough room for
both a gate and a 36" gap in the fence to allow pedestrians through.
Who is responsible for this?

The City is responsible for purchasing, building, and installing
callapsible bollards.

Chapter 3:Makinga Great Greemeay | 33
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@ EASY TO TRAVERSE

PLANTINGS

Stewards are encouraged to include additional plantings in the greenway
to highlight entries, create boundaries, contribute to their greenway’s
identity, and restore ecologically sensitive areas. Additional plantings

in the greenway should be native to Western Pennsylvania, For more
information about plant selection, planting strategies, and protecting your
greenway from invasive species, please see the Greenways website. m
Who is responsible for this?

Stewards are responsible for choosing, purchasing, and planting additional
vegetation,

TRAILS

Trails should connect greenway entry points to neighborhood amenities,
other communities, other trails, or other points of interest It is suggested
that trails should be constructed where there is an existing walking path or
along routes that do not require extensive removal of existing vegetation
and wildlife habitat. The ecological integrity of proposed trail corridors
should be considered when locating trails. Trail entries should be marked
with signage indicating their name and level of difficulty

Trails should be created with an expert trail partner {such as GPs)

and should be reviewed with the Greenways Program Manager, Before
construction, trails need to be walked with a GPS to record the alignment
and need to be approved by the Naming Commission.

Who is responsible for this?

Stewards, with a qualified trail building partner, are responsibls for
identifying and eonstrueting trails. All trails should be built to the trail-
building guidelines found in Pennsylvania Trail Design and Development
Principles, published by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and
Matural Resources (DCNR). Stewards need to coordinate with the Greenways
Program Manager and are encouraged to work with Greenway Partners (see
the Greenways website for potential partners), m

s R R
@ MORE DIFFICULT T TRAVERSE @ MOST DIFFICULT TO TRAVERSE
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Greenways may contain areas that manage stormwater with natural
formations such as wetlands or constructed bioswales. This green
stormwater infrastructure mimics the natural water cycle to encourage
stormwater infiltration and for detention. Often this infrastructure will
be part of a utility easement, especially if it is part of @ municipal
stormwater control system. In some cases, greenway stewards may
want to create small bichabitats that assist in stormwater control.
Check with the Greenways Program Manager for the appropriate size
and location forgreen infrastructure in your greenway,

Who is responsible for this?

Stewards may 1dentify projects and may be able to do some
construction. Stewards are encouraged to work with the City, PWSA,
and other partner organizations and non-profits on how to best
implement green infrastructure (see the Greenways website for

potential partners). m

ART INSTALLATIONS

Environmental art or eco-art is an artistic expression that focuses on
ecolegical themes. This may include conservation of flora and fauna, or
it may integrate elements of the natural environment (such as stones,
branches, or sand), all without contributing to ecological degmdation.
This type of art advacates fora harmanious co-existence between
human beings and nature.

Who is responsible for this?

Stewards may identify projects and sites and will work with the Public
Art and Civic Design Division at the City to understand how to best
implement the project and how to best present proposals to the Art
Commission,

Chapter 3:Making a Great Greenvay| 35 @




HINGED BOLLARD GREENWAYS BENCH
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MATERIALS NEEDED: NOTES: e MATERIALS NEEDED: TOOLS NEEDED: NOTE: L
1/4" x 8" x 6” x 19" STEEL TUBE (1) 1. This unit shall be entirely galvanized. ] 2" % 6" x 10" LUMBER {)2) CIRCULAR SAW ::2:;\;:”05;’“;22 2;\“2‘19
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17 DIAM. x 9-1/2" STEEL PIN (2) ——le— MEASURING TAPE the same as for a 2"-wide
1/8" x 2" PIN (2) 4 i CLAMPS bench. ChangAa sl.atl length 39%
1 /2" PLATE, 2" DIAM. (1 i “ MITRE SAW (OPT) to 4. Other dimensions are
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ACCESS CONTROL FENCE

MATERIALS NEEDED:
2" x 10" x 8 LUMBER (VAR.; 2 PER 8' SEGMENT)

4" X 4" x 10" POSTS (VAR.; 1 YIELDS 2 POSTS)
NAILS (12 PER 8' SEGMENT)

MATERIALS NEEDED:

2" x 6" x 8" LUMBER (3)
3" QUTDOOR SCREWS (52)
LOGS, MAX DIAM. 16” (2)

TOOLS NEEDED:

CIRCULAR SAW OR MITRE SAW

DRILL

IMPACT DRIVER

BIT FOR SCREWS (USU. INCLUDED W/ SCREWS)
CLAMPS (0PT)

GREENWAYS BENCH TOP

PLAN

.
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NOTE: AX3 BXS

Logs are from trees
felled or trails cleared by
DPW Forestry Division.
Greenways stewards
should not use chainsaws
in the greenways.

FRONT ELEVATION

e

2 ANGLE POST HEAD TO
SHED WATER
i TOOLS NEEDED:
12 SAW
[ . HAMMER
4" X4"POST STAKES AND STRING
MEASURING TAPE
LEVEL
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f POST BASE -
iy S =4 1=
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SPLIT-RAIL BOUNDARY FENCE

MATERIALS NEEDED:
&' PRECUT RAILS (VAR.)

4" x 4" x5-1/3 FT LINE POSTS (VAR.)
47 x 4" x 5-1/3 FT END POSTS (2)

GRAVEL
TOOLS NEEDED: [] SECTIONAA
STAKES AND STRING 0
MEASURING TAPE
LEVEL
POST HOLE DIGGER OR AUGER D
S SLOPE SDIL AWAY FROM
/‘ POST BASE
ALTERNATE 4" SOIL AND 2*
ERAVEL TO FILLHOLE, TANPING
DOWN EACH TIME
6 BRAVEL
g
L 1
L 1
Blim 805 \ s CROUNDLENL
N 20°

ELEVATION
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