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Why Study Manchester?
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What is the 
NRHP? The National Register 

of Historic Places is 
the official list of the 

nation's historic 
places worthy of 

preservation. 



How do we 
qualify?

Resources must be generally 
50 years old, retain historic 

integrity and possess 
significance through at least 

one of these criteria: 

Criterion B: Person
Criterion C: Design/
                    Construction
Criterion D: Data Potential

Criterion A: Event





Federal vs. Local Distinction
Federal (NRHP) 

● Managed by the National 
Park Service 

● Honorary acknowledgement 
of historic significance 

● No restrictions on 
demolitions and exterior 
changes by private property 
owners using private funds 

Recognizing historic places.

Local 
● Designated by City 

Council 
● Exterior changes and 

demolitions reviewed by 
Historic Review 
Commission 

● Public Process 
● Locally developed 

guidelines  

Protecting historic places. 



Methodology
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How you can help.

Share your story.

Share why Manchester is 
important to you.

Let your voice be heard. 



Our Outreach + Engagement Process
Outreach → one-way communication intended to build awareness (e.g. flyers, news release).
Engagement → two-way interaction that invites dialogue and feedback (e.g. listening sessions, surveys, 
interviews). 

Why Community Participation Is Important: The Manchester 
Historic District Update is about more than buildings. It is an 
opportunity to document the people, experiences, organizations, 
and community leadership that shaped Manchester during the Civil 
Rights era and beyond–many of which are not found in archives 
or official records.
Outreach + Engagement Goals:
✓ Build awareness of the Historic District Update

✓ Hear from a broad range of community voices

✓ Ensure local knowledge informs the historic research

✓ Create a more complete, accurate, and meaningful story of 
Manchester

Credit: Pittsburgh City Photographer Collection, 1901-2002



Up Next: Community Listening Sessions
What is a listening session?

An informal opportunity for residents, former residents, property 
owners, community leaders, and neighborhood organizations to 
share stories, memories, and knowledge about Manchester.

What will be discussed?

● Civil Rights-era experiences
● Community organizing and leadership
● Important people and places
● Neighborhood institutions and churches
● Urban renewal and displacement
● Preservation and community development efforts
● Historic photos, documents, and personal memories



GOAL: To collect local knowledge, stories, 
photographs, documents, memories, and 
perspectives from community members in an 
accessible format. Your experiences help explain 
the gaps that appear in archives but are critical to 
understanding Manchester's history.

What Could a Listening Session Look Like?
Example Session: "Manchester Stories in the 
Park"
Option A - One day, two times
• Morning Session (9:00–11:00 AM)
• Evening Session (5:00–7:00 PM)

Option B - Two days, two times
• One morning session on a weekday
• One evening session on a different day

Listening methods: Group listening sessions, 
individual interviews, photo / document review, Walk 
& Talk activity (key site identification), and focused 
listening activities



N E X T  S T E P S



Contact Us Sandra Scaffidi
Historian

Katie Reed

Jeff Raykes
Outreach and Engagement

City of Pittsburgh Project Manager

Engage PGH



Questions?

T H A N K  Y O U


