Development Activities Meeting (DAM) \\ First United Methodist Church of Pittsburgh
Monday, September 14, 2026, Zoom =~ | . 5401 Centre Avenue, 15232
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e|ntroduction of FUMC Attendees—Davi
eHistory of FUMC & Its Sighs—David H.

eTechnical Aspects of Proposed Electronic Sign Inserts—Jeffrey Fried|
eFUMC and East End Communities—Pastor Tracy & Rev. Keller (ret.)
eTheory of Our Case with the ZBA—Peggy Hooker, Member/Attorney
eSupplemental Comments (If Any)-—Other FUMC Attendees

e Q&A—Shoshana Davidson
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Based on Baum’s width of
50-ft, the congregation’s
temporary wood-framed
chapel was approximately
40-ft. by 55-ft., or 2,200
Sq. ft. of one-story floor
area.

Sanborn Map, 1893
Historical Pittsburgh, Pitt

Constructed
in 1892




CHTHIST METHODINT EPISCOPAL 't ien

Earliest-Know Published Image or Drawing of George Washington Kramer’s 1893 Pittsburgh Church. From
Anonymous, “City Architecture ... The New Christ M. E. Church — It Will be One of the Finest Edifices in the Country -

Some of the Salient Features,” The Pittsburgh Press, Sunday, January 21, 1894, p. 15. One can speculate whether
Kramer furnished the reporter with his own sketch of the church or the reporter made his own sketch of the building,

which was still under construction after its corner stone was laid on May 18, 1893. Kramer’s masterpiece was




HISTORIC

LANDMARK

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

WEARY ANxp KRAMER, H. WAGONER, ARCHITECTS
1893-95, 1952

PITTSBURGH HISTORY &
LANDMARKS FOUNDATION




FOOTPRINT OF FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN 2026
TR G

Footprint of First United Methodist Church of Pittsburgh with Construction Date Outlines. Source:
Google Maps, 2026.




(Vo]
od
Q
p .
)
=
Q
i




O ¢« > C www.google.com/maps/place/5401+Centre+Ave,+Pittsburgh,+PA+15232/@40.4559435,-79.93 Y, @ ﬁ

5400 Centre Ave Q :
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

@ Google Street View

Nov 2024 See more dates
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The FIRST METHODIST CHURCH of PITTSBURGH

Centre and South Aiken Aves. o Pittsburgh 32, Pa.
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Anotherj Generation of
Sign at’Centre & S. Aiken,

1990 Photograph
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The Signs in Question, Installed in Late
1999, llluminated Messaging Openings
(4-ft. x 4-ft.) with Flat Panels of Text
Inserted at the Backs of the Signs.

Church’s Name Appears on a Plexiglass
Front Panels.
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The Signs in Question, Installed in Late 1999,

llluminated Messaging Opening (4-ft. x 4-ft.) with Flat
Panels of Text Inserted against the Backs of the Sign.
Church’s Name Appears on a Plexiglass Front Panel.
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JOIN US ONLINE
Youlube - FUMCPitt

JOIN US IN PERSON

R WORSHIP 10:00AN

fumcpittsburgh.org
412-681-8222

JOIN US IN PERSON

SUNDAY WORSHIP  11:00AM
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  9:30AM

fumcpittsburgh.org )
412-681-8222 f




@ Youlube - FUMCPi

JOIN US IN PERSON

AMER WORSHIP 10:

fumcpittsburgh.org
412-681-8222

JOIN US IN PERSON

SUNDAY WORSHIP  11:00AM
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  9:30AM

fumcpittsburgh.org
412-681-8222







All About the Proposed Electronic Sign Inserts
Jeffrey Friedl, Owner

mwrating Three Generations in the Sign Industry &
Home Services G Contact

Design, Install, Maintenance/Repair

Quality Service

You can count on it!
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FUMC AND EAST END COMMUNITIES

Pastor Tracy & Rev. Keller




SOME OF OUR USER GROUPS

First Food and Friends—founded by FUMC in 1993

Pittsburgh Toy Lending Library—since the early 1980s

International Women’s Association of Pittsburgh--since 1997

Days for Girls International, Pittsburgh Chapter

lkebana Pittsburgh

Polling site for City, County, State, and Federal Elections [Ward 7, District 3]
Seven regular weekly Meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anon.
Ecstatic Dance, Pittsburgh Chapter

Pittsburgh Equality Center

Resonance Works

Pittsburgh Recorder Society

East End Song Studio Pittsburgh

Center For Inclusion Health: Allegheny Health Network—mobile clinics host site



https://www.facebook.com/firstfoodandfriends/
https://www.facebook.com/firstfoodandfriends/
https://www.pghtoys.org/
https://www.pghtoys.org/
https://www.iwfpittsburgh.org/
https://www.iwfpittsburgh.org/
https://www.daysforgirls.org/
https://www.daysforgirls.org/
https://www.ikebanapittsburgh.org/
https://www.ikebanapittsburgh.org/
https://ecstaticdance.org/
https://ecstaticdance.org/
https://pghequalitycenter.org/
https://pghequalitycenter.org/
https://www.resonanceworks.org/
https://www.resonanceworks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghRecorderSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/PittsburghRecorderSociety/
https://www.youtube.com/@EastEndSongStudio
https://www.youtube.com/@EastEndSongStudio
https://www.ahn.org/services/medicine/center-for-inclusion-health
https://www.ahn.org/services/medicine/center-for-inclusion-health

Some Local Organizations That FUMC Supports

e Casa San José Pittsburgh

* East End Cooperative Ministry

* CeaseFirePA
* Friends of Sabeel North America (FOSNA), Pittsburgh



https://casasanjose.org/en/
https://casasanjose.org/en/
https://www.eecm.org/
https://www.eecm.org/
https://www.ceasefirepa.org/
https://www.ceasefirepa.org/
https://www.fosna.org/
https://www.fosna.org/




Reason for Variance and Variance Procedure
Peggy Hooker

ePittsburgh’s City Planning Department rejected our application for a
permit to put digital electronic sign inserts into our existing signs
because we are in the UNC district.

eFUMC and Atlas Sign:& Lighting must file an application for a variance.
*This evening’s DAM gathering is the first step in the process.

eNotices of our request for a variance must be posted on the church
property.

The Zoning Board of Adjustment proposes to hold a formal hearing on
the application for'variance on October 15, 2026, and adjoining
landowners will receive formal notice'of the final date, time and place
of the hearing.



Reason for Variance and Variance Procedure
Peggy Hooker

eTo secure a variance from the strict requirement of the City’s Code
that Electronic Signs are allowed only in certain other zoning districts
but not in the UNC district, the church must show (a.) that strict
compliance would create an unnecessary hardship'due to conditions
peculiar the property in question and (b.) that the deviation would not
change the character of the neighborhood or be detrimental to the
welfare of the public or the neighborhood/district.



Justification for Variance:-— Peculiar
Circumstances, Hardship, No Fault, Promotion
of the General Welfare

e \We need to refurbish and repair and maintain the signs, but components
that provide illumination of the signs are no longer available.

e Acore partof FUMC’s mission is service to the community and housing
of and support for community.groups.

e The extraordinary number of activities of the church and of the regular
building users cannot be conveyed to the public using static signs.

e Cultural norms have changed, and churches erect electronic signs all
around us.

e The proposed signs will not change the character of the'mixed
commercial use neighborhood, and the information provided will
promote the general welfare.



Do Any Members of FUMC’s Team Want to
Add Anything to Our Presentation?




Questions & Answers

* For more information about First United Methodist Church of
Pittsburgh, our history, our services, our ministries, and our
commitments, please visit www.fumcpittsburgh.org.
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HANDOFF TO SHOSHANA DAVIDSON, WITH THANKS


https://www.fumcpittsburgh.org/
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