
Arts Landing
Pittsburgh Cultural District
DCP-BDA-2025-00264
February 25, 2025 - Planning Commission Briefing
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- June 2024 - present | Public & Stakeholder Engagement 
- Nov 14, 2024 | Development Activites Meeting (DAM)
- Nov 15, 2024 | Pre-Application Meeting, City of Pittsburgh
- Dec 10, 2024 | Planning Commission (Goodyear Demo), City of Pittsburgh
- Feb 25, 2025 | Planning Commission Hearing, City of Pittsburgh

Engagement and City Reviews 2



Arts Landing Unveiling 02/06 3



Project Map 

LEGEND

8th St. Block Civic Space

CULTURAL DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL DISTRICT

CLIENT: PCT
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Public Outreach (Aug 2, 2024 at Katz Plaza) 5



6Public Online Survey Compilation (September 2024)

2Cultural District Civic Space - Survey
Public Responses

How do you typically commute to the Cultural District?

Other (write in):
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Personal Vehicle Public 
Transportation

10

93

7
2 1 10

Walk Bike I live here! Ride Service 
(Uber/Lyft)

Other

40
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0

Question 
#1

Do not come 
downtown!81.6%

8.8% 6.1%
1.8% 0.9% 0.9%

(114 resp.)

3Cultural District Civic Space - Survey
Public Responses

Why do you typically visit the Cultural District? (114 resp.)
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Attending an event 
(theater, symphony, 
performance, show, 

gallery, etc.)

Dining

56

106

22

14

4

Attending a 
nearby sports 

event

After work meet-
ups (with friends, 

colleagues, or 
family)

Other

40

10

50

20

30

0

Question 
#2

Work

Volunteer

93%

49.1%

19.3%

12.3%

3.5%

Other (write in):

Downtown is 
not safe!

4Cultural District Civic Space - Survey
Public Responses

What would attract you to the Cultural District more often, or what would extend your stay when you visit? (114 resp.)
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Small-scale 
attractions (outdoor 

music, theater, 
public art)

Places to relax, 
walk, hangout, 
and enjoy the 

view

68
72

38 35 33

Large-scale 
festivals and 

events

River access Food vendors
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Question 
#3

Better public 
transportation

Kids activities

Safety measures, more 
closer, affordable 

parking, more dining 
options on Sunday

A variety of restaurants 
that offered food other 

than bar food

Better/more/less 
expensive parking

63.2%

59.6%

33.3% 30.7% 28.9%
21

Other

18.4%

Other (write in):

Free parking

 Fewer bike 
lanes

Safety

Clean up downtown and 
greater police presence.

Make downtown safer

6Cultural District Civic Space - Survey
Public Responses

What would you most like to see added to the new civic space on the 8th Street Block between Penn & 
Liberty Avenues?

(114 resp.)
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Outdoor 
amphitheater for 
regular events

Casual space 
to relax, play 
games, and 
enjoy food 

trucks

59

71

46

36

16

Large, open 
flexible lawn

Public art that 
builds on identity 
of Cultural District

Children’s play 
area
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Question 
#5

Presence of police

Green space
62.3%

51.8%

40.4%

31.6%

14%
12

Other

10.5%

Other (write in):

Public safety

Info signs



1.  Create a  Civic Destination for Downtown and the Cultural District

2.  Provide a variety of spaces for residents and visitors to the neighborhood

3.  Provide opportunities for play and recreation

4.  Create flexible lawn space that can accommodate cultural events

Program Drivers 7



8TH St BLOCK 
Cultural District

Ft Duquesne blvd

Ft Duquesne blvd Park

10th St Bypass

Ramp to riverfront

3 Rivers Heritage Trail

Stairs to riverfront

Dog Park

Katz Plaza

Cultural District Oasis
Penn Ave

8th St Riverlife Restoration Project

Andy Warhol Bridge 
(7th St)

Rachel Carson Bridge  
(9th St)

Roberto Clemente Bridge 
(6th St)

260’

520’

500’

APPROXIMATELY 
4 ACRES

Maddock Pl
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Existing Goodyear 
Building to be 
demolished

8th ST

8TH ST BLOCK FROM PENN AVE

Existing 8th St ‘Backyard’
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8TH ST BLOCK FROM FT DUQUESNE AVE

Existing Goodyear 
Building to be 
demolished

Existing  Asphalt Lot
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Current Temporal Recreational / Festival Uses 11



12

FT. DUQUESNE

Flex Zone

Lawn & 
Stage Zone

The ‘Backyard’
Zone
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[+733’][+733’] +738’

Generally maintain grades and keep 
it flat to maximize flexibility for 
programming and future development

Slope lawn from south to north with a 
‘flattened’ stage zone for logistical ease

Maintain grades in the roadbed zone, 
vehicular access/ loading needs and 
grade edges to accommodate storm-water 

Create ‘Ridge’ or ‘High Zone’ at 
approximately this location

Topographic Strategy: Longitudinal Section

2%

PENN AVE.BACKYARDLAWNSTAGE ZONEBUFFER

Generally maintain grades and keep 
it flat to maximize flexibility for 
programming and future development



Arts Landing Site Plan

PROJECT BOUNDARY

Existing 819 & 821 Penn Ave Buildings 
to remain (Shown for reference, to be 
permitted / approved under separate 
cover)

GREAT LAWN

THE STAGE & BANDSHELL

THE PLAYROOM

FLEX ZONE

8th ST GARDEN WALK

WELCOME CENTER

9T
H

 S
T

THE BACKYARD
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[+732’]

[+732’]

[+733’]

[+731’]

[+731’]

HP +741’

+738’

[+731’]

[+732’]

[+733’]

2%

4.9%

BACKYARD

FLEX ZONE

WELCOME CENTER
819/821 PENN

+7
36
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7’+7
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GARDEN WALK

PENN AVE

7TH ST

MADDOCK PL.

8TH ST

9TH ST

FT DUQUESNE BLV
D

STAGE & BANDSHELL

RAIN GARDEN

THE PLAY ROOM

Proposed Topography

GREAT LAWN
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Aerial View from NE 15



Summer Event 16



Fall Walk 17



New Year’s Eve 18



Proposed Demolition of Existing Goodyear Building 19

Existing Goodyear to be 
demolished

PROJECT BOUNDARY

Existing 819 & 821 Penn Ave 
Buildings to remain (Shown 
for reference, to be permitted 
/ approved under separate 
cover)



20

Existing Proposed

Permeable Surfaces



Existing Traffic Pattern + Entrances & Service Access

LEGEND

Project Boundary

Vehicular Route

Non Designated Direction (assume 2way)

Service Dock

Building Entrance 

Existing curb cut / sloped sidewalk

Benedum 
Center

8th St Block

PENN AVE

FT DUQUESNE BLVD

LIBERTY AVE

6T
H

 S
T

7T
H

 S
T

8T
H

 S
T

9T
H

 S
T
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8th St  & Maddock Pl : Proposed Circulation & Access

Benedum 
Center

Closed to all regular 
traffic; access 
permitted for 
authorized vehicles 
only.

No Service 
Trucks Beyond 
this point

LEGEND

Project Boundary

Benedum Loading and access. These vehicles 
have access from only Penn

Permitted/ authorized vehicles access (EMS and 
Fire Department). These vehicles have access 
from both Penn and Duquesne.

Building Entrance 

Service Dock / Entrance

Proposed Signage

Movable Bollards

Boulders to Designate Vehicular Route

Closed to all regular 
traffic; access permitted 
for authorized vehicles 
only.

Use existing 
Curb Cut on 7th 
St to exit

One-way 
access into 
Maddock Pl 
only from Penn 
for authorized 
vehicles
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8th St  & Maddock Pl : Street Vacations & Dedication

Segment of 
8th ST to be 
vacated

Segment of 
Maddock Pl to 
be vacated

Segment to 
be dedicated 
as part of 
Maddock Pl
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DESIGN ELEMENTS:

- MATERIAL PALETTE
- PLANTING DESIGN
- FURNISHING ELEMENTS
- LIGHTING DESIGN
- STORM-WATER MANAGEMENT



Materials 25



Planting

Woodland Walk w. Stormwater Gardens

Garden walk
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Stormwater Management

Storm-water Gardens

Underground Storm Chambers
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Color Drifts 28



Canopy layer

Trees

Groundcover layer

Urban Woodlands and Edge Habitats

Meadows and Grasslands
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Furnishings 30



Lighting 31



Lighting 32



Backyard 33



Backyard - Winter Market 34



The Play Room 35



The Play Room 36



View from The Playroom 37



The Garden Walk - Fall 38



The Great Lawn 39



The Great Lawn 40



Along Duquesne Blvd 41



Flex Zone 42



VIDEO

43



THANK YOU
44


