
 

Demolition of 
1334 Fifth Avenue



Who We Are
• Orbital has been in Uptown since 1982 – over 40

years.

• Robert Lewis has owned property in this area for over
40 years.

• We take care of our buildings and our property

• We engage with local community groups for the
betterment of the local economy, local safety, and
opportunities for us all to grow

• We exhibit pride in our community and have shown
our commitment to being here



General
Information

Address: 1334 Fifth Ave, Pittsburgh PA, 15219

Parcel: 0002-G-00051-0000-00

Lot area: 1,449 sqft.

3 story brick structure



ost-Closing Safety & Public Policy Issues

• Removal of holdover tenants from the building (Rycon & restaurant)
• Seller provided improper notice to tenants creating logistical challenges
• Immediate installation of the pedestrian canopy to protect the public
• Permanent locking of the front entrance and access to the building from façade-

side
• Sectioning off of the contiguous lot to protect Orbital employees and the general

public
• Meetings with the City to understand the history of citations and safety concerns
• Inadequate prking, inadequate ability to control unauthorized parking, potential

issues with emergency vehicle access with present configuration and logistics







• Visual inspection prior to purchase and known citations from City indicated significant
structural damage that had been left unmediated for many years

• Lack of maintenance, repair, and investment compounded structural issues and
compromised the integrity of the structure

• Entirety of façade is failing – Interior inspection demonstrates at various levels where front
framing is pulling away from the building towards 5ᵗʰ Avenue

• While the condition of the brick-and-mortar facing the town is unknown, the side facing
uptown has extensive stucco and brick deterioration

• Framing for the building has deteriorated showing significant disrepair in the basement
• First-floor subflooring is in a poor and unsafe condition
• All floors of the building demonstrate vertical movement/settlement, creating unlevel

floors and contributing to additional stresses in the supporting members
• Conclusion is that the building is unsafe, a public safety hazard, and completing repairs to

make it safe/useable would be uneconomical





Demonstrated Commitment 
to Shared Values & Goals
• Advancement and Opportunity for the Historically

Unrepresented in Business – Orbital Engineering,
Inc.’s Commitment to Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
(DEI)

• Even in demolition, 1334 Avenue, LLC has partnered
with a minority-owned business to facilitate the
demolition - Minniefield Demolition Services, LLC

• Commitment to Working with Community to
Identify Opportunities for Engagement



Economics – Only Considering 
Building Value

Allegheny 
County 

Assessments 
$150,800

Costs to 
Repair 

Building
$211,789*

*1334 Avenue, LLC’s bid for performing recommended work in the
March 3, 2023 Report is approximately $326,000.00
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5' LANDSCAPE
BUFFER PROPOSED UNIT A

EXISTING
BUILDING

TO BE
DEMOLISHED

AREA TO BE FENCED
DURING DEMOLITION
AND SECURED BY THE
CONTRACTOR

· SIDEWALK TO BE CLOSED DURING
DEMOLITION AND POSTED FOR
PEDESTRIAN SAFETY

· AREA TO BE BROUGHT TO EXISTING
GRADE POST DEMOLITION AND TO
HAVE GRAVEL SURFACE



June 11, 2025

Orbital Engineering		 PITTSBURGH, PA		 1344 Fifth Avenue

Zoned:	 UPR-A: Uptown Public Realm District A

Lot Area:	 13,574 sf (0.312 acres) per site survey

Zoning 	 Required	 Proposed

Lot Size (min)	 0	 0.312 acres

Height	 30' to 60'	 45'

Setbacks (min)

Interior Sideyard	 0	 0'/ 3'

Front (under 50')	 0	 0

Rear 	 0	 30'

Parking	 Required	 Proposed

Spaces 0 7

Building Data	 Existing Proposed	

Footprint	 4,240 sf	 5,500 sf

	 Stories	 Five	 Three

0' 40' 80'
Scale 1" = 40'-0"

20'

CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN

Potential ROOF DECK at Fifth 
Avenue allows for views and open 

space 

0' BUILDING SETBACK at property 
line to be consistent with the 

neighborhood

SEVEN SPACES in rear parking 
accessed through Watson Street

REAR ACCESS to building

3' SIDE SETBACK facing adjacent 
parking lot

MIXED-USE BUILDING PROPOSAL
1344 Fifth Avenue Site Alternative

Existing 
Building

Proposed 
Building

Watson Street

Fifth Avenue
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June 11, 2025

Orbital Engineering		 PITTSBURGH, PA		 1344 Fifth Avenue

MIXED-USE BUILDING
Conceptual Rendering

Watson Street

Fifth Avenue

Stevenson Stre
et

Existing 
Building

Proposed 
Building
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