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PITTSBURGH URBAN ZONING CODE 919.04
Neighborhood Business District Sign Regulation

919.04A General

(A.1) Purpose: The purpose of these special provisions is taigeocontrol over signage in
commercial areas of the City which includes useshvare within and adjacent to residential
neighborhoods, where such uses are physicallytedg¢oward pedestrian traffic rather than
vehicular traffic, and where the existing generalfsions regulating signage allow types and sizes
of signs which are not appropriate to these typelsstricts.

(A.2) Application: These regulations shall apply only to those aspasifically listed hereunder,
and shall be used in addition to the general pianssfor signs found above. Where differences
occur between the provisions of Section 919.04tloske found elsewhere in this Chapter, the
provisions of this section shall apply.

In the Neighborhood Business Sign Districts, tistia! be applied the regulations prescribed in this
chapter and the qualifying regulations prescrilmeatiher chapters specifically referred to in the
following sections of this chapter.

(A.3) Didtrict Classfications: To carry out the purpose and provisions of the @g@rdinance,
the following Neighborhood Business Sign Distrats hereby established:

Name Boundary

1. East Carson Street That area defined blyNi@
Commercial/Residential Associated
District along and adjacent to East
Carson Street, as defined by
ordinance on the City's Zoning

(A.4) Special Definitions: (1) "Projecting Sign" means any business or ideatifon sign which

sole means of support is by attachment to a légadtare on a zoning lot and which projecixre
than twelve (12) inches into a public right of wadyprojection sign shall contain no more than two
(2) sign faces, which includettering, and these sign faces shall be baclatt:tPlease note:

Applicants must obtain an encroachment permit from the Public Works Department for a projecting
sign.




(1) Number of Signs:
A. For each street level business, a maximum of gnedlL sign, two (2) window signs,
and either one (1) awning sign or one (1) projecsign or one (1) ground sign shall be
permitted for each facade of a structure facingeses

B. For each upper floor business, a maximum of twevigjlow signs, one (1) door sign,
and either one (1) awning sign or one (1) projecsign shall be permitted on the facade
of a structure facing the street.

C. The maximum area of all signs, including grounchsjghall be fifteen percent (15%) of
the area of the face of the building on which igasare proposed. For ground signs,
the area of the face of the buildings nearest dovasible from the ground signs shall be
considered for this calculation.

(2) Szeof Signs:
A. Wall signs shall be a maximum of two (2) squaré ifearea for every lineal foot of the
building frontage, up to a maximum of forty (40uace feet. Maximum lettering size
shall be eighteen (18) inches.

B. For each street level business window and do@ss shall be a maximum of twenty
percent (20%) of the glazed area of the windowoar ¢h which they are placed up to a
maximum of eight (8) square feet. For each udper business, window or door signs
shall be a maximum of fifty percent (50%) of thazgld area of the window or door in
which they are placed, up to a maximum of ten étare feet.

C. Projecting signs shall be a maximum of nine (9psedieet per side. The area of
irregular or three-dimensional shapes shall be coedodby multiplying the height and
the width at the widest pointBlease note: Applicants must obtain an encroachment
permit from the Public Works Department for a projecting sign.

D. Ground signs shall be limited to forty (40) squiaet, and the sign and sign structure
shall be no higher than twelve (12) feet.

(3) Location of Signs:
A. No sign or sign structure or support shall be ptate or obscure or damage any
significant architectural feature of a buildingzluding but not limited to a window or a
door frame, cornice, molding, ornamental featurejnusual or fragile material.

B. No sign shall be painted onto any significant dedtural feature, including but not
limited to a window or doorframe, cornice, moldiognpamental feature, or unusual or
fragile material.

C. No sign or structure support shall be located enrdlof of a building or structure, nor
shall any sign, sign structure or support exterybie the cornice line of any building
structure.




D. Projecting signs shall extend no more than fouféé) from the front of a building or
structure or two-thirds (2/3) of the width of thdesvalk beneath the sign where such
sidewalk exists, whichever is less. The bottomtrpost of a projecting sign shall
be no less than ten (10) feet from above the goadeath the signPlease note:
Applicants must obtain an encroachment permit from the Public Works Department for
aprojecting sgn.

(4) Sgn Materials:
A. The following types of sighs and materials shallbepermitted for signs in a
Neighborhood Business Sign District:

1. Internally illuminated box signs;

2. Individually illuminated channel letters;

3. Flashing, moving or intermittently illumindtsign;
4. Internally illuminated awnings.

B. Wall signs shall be painted only on to separatesrizt which is applied to the facade of
the building.

C. For awning signs, letters shall be appliedaanted onto the valance portion of the
awning only.

D. Sign lllumination

1. Internally illuminated signs or letters shalt be permitted.

2. The sign face may be illuminated with small ki@d spotlights, which are placed
as to not glare onto of the public right of wayjrdo adjacent properties or neon
tubing may be attached to the face of the sigiiléonination.

E. Historic Plaques.
1. In addition to the signs permitted above, the €itystoric designation plaque
and one other historic plague may be applied talbofa building or structure.
These historic plaques shall be a maximum of odeoae-half (1-1/2) square

feet in area.

East Carson Street Historic District:

A. Intent: This commercial area is an historic district wathinique collection of nineteenth
and twentieth century structures, built in a vgratarchitectural styles, but forming a
continuous urban fabric along an important citgi@al. The vast majority of structures
are attached brick structures built to the propl@reyalong the street with narrow
sidewalks along a two (2) or three-lane cartway.

The intent of these special provisions is to miagthe possibly adverse effect of signs on
these significant architectural resources, to imptbe safety of pedestrian and vehicular
traffic, and improve the communicative value of signage for the primary users of the
district.




A further intent of these regulations is to providesignage which is compatible with the
architectural character of the district, so thathistoric characteristics of the district are not
adversely impacted by inappropriate signage.

B. Number of Signs:
1. One (1) ground sign shall be permitted per zorabh@hd shall substitute for a
projecting sign or an awning sign.

C. Sizeof Signs:
1. Ground signs shall be limited to twenty-five (2§uare feet in area, and the sign
and sign structure shall be no higher than eighie¢s.
2. The limitation on the total area of all signs simalt include signs which are
determined to be a significant historic elemerthefbuilding and which are an
integral part of the building facade.

D. Location of Signs:

1. Signs for street level businesses shall be lodatxiv the sills of the second
floor windows and above the frame of the storefmantdows.

2. Ground signs shall be located within the buildaiksa of the lot. Ground signs
shall be used only where the building or structure zoning lot is set back
from the front property line by at least twenty \®&et. Poles, uprights, braces
or other means of support shall not support graignas, which are not a part of
the sign face.

E. Sign Materials:
1. Sign supports and structures shall be designed todominimum necessary to
safely install the sign. Sign structures and supshall be designed to be
compatible with the architecture of the building.

(HRCGUIDELINES/ECARSIGNS.DOC)




