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This historic Solicitor research is a vital step forward in
understanding and promoting the rich institutional history of
Pittsburgh’s Law Department. From 1816, when Pittsburgh first
achieved the designation of City, to today, no comprehensive list
of Solicitors for the City has ever been compiled. This absence of
information called for a new research initiative to gather what
data was available, before more information could be lost.

As such, the research is ongoing and welcomes input from
interested individuals and organizations. What has been
uncovered thus far has been researched and arranged for
publication by Elizabeth Begley, Record Specialist for the Law
Department. Special thanks are due to the Pittsburgh City
Archives and the Heinz History Center for their research
assistance.

Why Research Our City Solicitors?



Introduction

What is a City Solicitor?

Appointed by City Council as the Chief Legal Officer
for Pittsburgh, the City Solicitor represents the City
at all levels of the Commonwealth and Federal Court
Systems. This representation includes many forms of
litigation such as tort, civil rights, employment, and
zoning/development. The City Solicitor also provides
expert legal counsel to various city departments,
ensuring that the city is adhering to all necessary
laws and regulations during their daily operations. 

In addition to the names and terms served by each
Solicitor, biographic information such as birth date,
date of death, interment location, and notable
achievements are included where applicable. The
information provided is just a glimpse into the life of
each Solicitor and is by no means exhaustive.
Restricted by limited information and research
capacities, the information provided will vary by
Solicitor. There is no Solicitor information for the
years 1832-1834, and 1840, yet.



Neville Burgoyne Craig 
(1821 - 1830)

Birth: March 29, 1787
Death: March 3, 1863
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Owner and
Editor of Pittsburgh Gazette (1829-41),
Author, State Legislator.  Craig may
have been the first City Solicitor (1).
Though Ebenezer Denny requested
the Mayor be able to nominate a
Solicitor in 1816, no such person was
named in the municipal record (2).

HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

Trevanion Barlow Dallas
(1830 - 1831)

Birth: February 23, 1801 
Death: April 7, 1841
Interred: Homewood Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Deputy Attorney
General for Allegheny Co., Pittsburgh
Select Council President (1834-35),
President Judge of Allegheny Co. Courts
(1835-39), Associate Law Judge of the
District Court of Allegheny Co. (1839-41) (3).

Edward Simpson
(1835 - 1836)

Birth: 1802
Death: 1866
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Member of
the Pittsburgh Law Library
Association (4).

1.Centennial Volume of the First Presbyterian church of Pittsburgh, PA. 1784-1884. (1884).
WG. Johnston & Co. Printers, 711 Liberty Street. (p.144).

2.The City of Pittsburgh. (1816). Common Council Minutes, 1816-1836. (p.45).
3.Blakely, A. (1903). The twentieth century bench and bar of Pennsylvania Vol II. H. C.

COOPER. JR., BRO. &.CO. (p.820).
4.Fishman, J. HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES ANDDOCUMENTS THE PITTSBURGH LAW

LIBRARYASSOCIATION, 1837-1841: A MANUSCRIPT MINUTEBOOK. Pittsburgh Law
Library Association. (p.197).

5.Photo: Jordan, J.W. (1911). Colonial and Revolutionary Families of Pennsylvania;
Genealogical and Personal Memoirs. New York, NY. The Lewis Publishing Co. (p.1164).
https://archive.org/details/colonialrevolutiv2jord/page/n578/mode/1up  



James Findlay
(1837 - 1839)

Birth: 1801
Death: 1843
Interred: Harrisburg Cemetery
Notable Achievements:  
PA House of Representative (1831-1834),
Secretary of the Commonwealth (1833 - 1835) (1). 

HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

Andrew Wylie Jr.
(1842)

Birth: February 25, 1814
Death: August 1, 1905
Interred: Oak Hill Cemetery (DC)
Notable Achievements: Associate Justice,  U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia.
Received a recess appointment from Abraham Lincoln on March 18, 1863, to a new seat
authorized by 12 Stat. 762; nominated to the same position by Abraham Lincoln on January
5, 1864. Confirmed by the Senate on January 20, 1864. Retired May 1, 1885 (4).

1.PA House of Representatives. (n.d.). House Speaker Biographies: James Findlay 1833.
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/speakerbios/SpeakerBio.cfm?id=87.

2.History, Art & Archives, U.S. House of Representatives, HAMPTON, Moses.
https://history.house.gov/People/Listing/H/HAMPTON,-Moses-(H000139)/.

3.Federal Judicial Center. Wylie, Andrew. https://www.fjc.gov/node/1390186 
4.Photo: Evening Star Newspaper. (Aug.,2, 1905). Washington, District of Columbia.

https://www.newspapers.com/article/evening-star-judge-andrew-wylie-2-aug-
1/107626100/

Moses Hampton
(1841)

Birth: October 28, 1803
Death: June 27, 1878
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: President Judge of the
Allegheny County District Court (1853-1873) (2).

https://history.house.gov/People/Listing/H/HAMPTON,-Moses-(H000139)/


HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.Loomis, E. (1870).  Genealogy of the Loomis Family: The descendants of Joseph
Loomis : Who came from Braintree, England in the year 1638, and settled in
Windsor, Connecticut, in 1639. New Haven : Tuttle, Morehouse & Taylor. (p.154). 

Robert Woods
(1843 - 1844)

Birth: 1825
Death: 1881
Interred: Homewood Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Private
Practice Attorney.

Cyrus Orlando Loomis
(1847 - 1848)

Birth: 1818 or 1821
Death: September 4, 1872
Interred: Historic Elmwood Cemetery
(MI)
Notable Achievements: Served in the
U.S. Army from 1861-1865, first as
Captain, then Colonel, and finally as
Brigadier General by brevet. He
commanded the celebrated "Loomis
Battery" (1). 

Curtis B.M. Smith
(1845 - 1846)

Still under investigation.

Family crests of Lomax and Lomas. Thought to be
origins for the surname Loomis. Elias Loomis
included the study of onomastics in his family

genealogy research (1).



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1. (April 8, 1874). Obituary, Charles Bonaventure Scully. The Pittsburgh Post. Page 2.
2.Coffin, Selden Jennings; William B. (William Baxter) Owen; and Alden March. The men of

Lafayette, 1826-1893: Lafayette college, its history, its men, their record. (Easton,
Pennsylvania: George W. West, 1891).(p.125).

3.Blakely, A. (1903). The twentieth century bench and bar of Pennsylvania Vol II. H. C.
COOPER. JR., BRO. &.CO. (p.873).

4.Photo: Col. Oliver H. Rippey in Under the Maltese Cross. (1910). The 155  Regimental
Assoc. Pittsburgh, PA. (p.27).

th

Oliver Hazard Rippey
(1852 - 1853)

Birth: August 19, 1825
Death: May 31, 1862
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Civil War Union Army Officer. He served as Lieutenant Colonel of
the 7th Pennsylvania Infantry, then as Colonel and commander of the 61st Pennsylvania
Volunteer Infantry. He was killed in action at the May 31, 1862 Battle of Fair Oaks, Virginia
while leading his men (3). 

James I. Kuhn
(1850 - 1851) & (1854)

Birth: 1810
Death: 1885
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Inaugural
Professor of Latin and Greek at
Lafayette College (PA).

Charles Bonaventure Scully
(1849)

Birth: 1818
Death: 1874
Interred: St. Mary Catholic Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Managed
Schenley Estate for a period. (1).



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.Dickinson College Archives. (2005). Alfred Brunson McCalmont (1825-1874). Image
courtesy of the Library of Congress.

2.McGirr, F.C. (1929). The Allegheny County Bar in the Eighties. Address made to the
Allegheny Bar Association. (p.171).

3.Fishman, J. HISTORICAL SOCIETY NOTES ANDDOCUMENTS THE PITTSBURGH LAW
LIBRARYASSOCIATION, 1837-1841: A MANUSCRIPT MINUTEBOOK. Pittsburgh Law
Library Association. (p.197).

4.Byrne, H. (n.d.). RIDDELL, John William.
https://byrnefamily.net/genealogy/getperson.php?personID=I5462&tree=ByrneAsimov

Alfred Brunson McCalmont
(1855)

Birth: April 28, 1825
Death: May 7, 1874
Interred: Franklin, Venango Co., PA
Notable Achievements: Lieutenant-
Colonel, 142nd PA Volunteer Infantry;
208th PA Infantry (1861-1865) (1).

Alexander William Foster Jr. 
(1857 - 1859)

Birth: 1814
Death: January 24, 1880
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Member of the
Pittsburgh Law Library Association(3). 

David D. Bruce
(1856)

Birth: March 3, 1823
Death: January 25, 1907
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: President of
Select Council of Pittsburgh; Partner
at Bruce & Negley (2).

John William Riddell
(1860)

Birth: 1829
Death: April 8, 1896
Interred: St. Mary Church Cemetery,
Santa Clara (CA) 
Notable Achievements: Practiced Law in
both PA and CA (4).

Alfred B. McCalmont (1).



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.Blakely, A. (1903). The twentieth century bench and bar of Pennsylvania Vol II. H.
C. COOPER. JR., BRO. &.CO. (p.876 - 877).

2.Blakely, A. (1903). “” (p.854 - 855). Same citation for photo of White. 
3.Blakely, A. (1903). “” (p.905)

Thomas Steel Bigelow
(1873 - 1881)

Birth: June 28, 1846
Death: July 20, 1904
Interred: Homewood Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Retired from
law and moved into business after
serving as Solicitor (3).

John William Fletcher
(J.W.F.) White
(1862 - 1865)

Birth: January 19, 1821
Death: November 5, 1900
Interred: Sewickley Cemetery
Notable Achievements: A member of
the convention which framed the
constitution of 1874. Elected as a Judge
of the District Court of Allegheny Co.,
later renamed the Common Pleas
Court No. 2 (1873 - 1900), President
Judge of the Court (1897-1900) (2).  

Jacob Frederick Slagle
(1861 - 1862) & (1866 - 1873)

Birth: April 6, 1830
Death: September 6, 1900
Interred: Allegheny Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Served in the
149th regiment, PA Volunteer Infantry,
during the Civil War. Appointed judge
advocate with the rank of major. Judge
of the Court of Common Pleas of
Allegheny Co. (1887-1900) (1).

J.W.F. White (2).



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.The Pittsburgh Post. (Fri, May 3, 1901). W.C. Moreland’s Life Has Ended. Pittsburgh, PA.
(p. 5).  https://www.newspapers.com/article/the-pittsburgh-post-w-c-morelands-
lif/176913154/ 

2.  Dutton, F. (1949). The William C. Moreland Part 1. Inland Seas, Vol.5, No.1. (p.12) Seas
https://inlandseas.nmgl.org/4070831/page/14?n=

3.  McGirr, F.C. (1929). The Allegheny County Bar in the Eighties. Address made to the
Allegheny Bar Association. (p.171).

4.Carnahan, Thomas and Robert. (1865-1924). Guide to the Robert B. and Thomas D.
Carnahan Papers, 1865-1924. Heinz History Center.
https://www.historicpittsburgh.org/islandora/object/pitt%3AUS-QQS-mss596/viewer

5.Photo: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:William_C._Moreland_2.jpg

Thomas D. Carnahan
(1902)

Birth: 1850
Death: 1930
Interred: 
Notable Achievements: Court judge in
Pennsylvania's 5th district (1907 – 1929). With
his father, the legal advisor to Mary Schenley,
involved in the acquisition of land that would
become Schenley Park (4).

Clarence Burleigh
(1895 - 1902)

Birth: December 20, 1853
Death: 1923
Interred: Homewood Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Allegheny
District Attorney, Attorney for the
Pittsburgh Railways Company (3). 

William C. Moreland
(1882 - 1895)

Birth: 1836
Death: May 2, 1901
Interred: 
Notable Achievements: Appointed
assistant solicitor for the
Pennsylvania Railroad Co. (1861).
Commissioned officer, titled Major,
of the National Gard (1). Honored
with a ship named after him in 1910,
the lake-freighter, SS William C.
Moreland (2). The freighter is seen in
the photograph to the right. 



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.McGirr, F.C. (1929). The Allegheny County Bar in the Eighties. Address made to the
Allegheny Bar Association. (p.159).

2.Find a Grave. Esq Charles Anthony O’Brien.
https://images.findagrave.com/photos/2023/126/253437339_263d1da4-14d9-4494-8849-
8587806db68f.jpeg

3.Buyer, S. P. (2014). Hunter, John Porter. Buyer, Stier and Related Families. Blog.
https://buyerstierfamily.org/getperson.php?personID=I32&tree=1 (Photo included.)

4.Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. (July 27, 1919). Promotion Given to Soldier-Firemen. (p.18).
https://www.newspapers.com/article/pittsburgh-post-gazette-the-pittsburgh-
g/20244673/

John Porter Hunter
(1914)

Birth: January 4, 1859
Death: February 27, 1914
Interred:  Homewood Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Private
Practice Attorney (3). 

Charles B. Prichard
(1921)

Birth/Death/Interred Still Under
Investigation.
Notable Achievements: Director of Public
Safety (4). 

Charles Anthony O’Brien
(1909 - 1913, 1914 - 1920)

Birth: November, 1853
Death: October, 1928
Interred: South Side Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Partner at
O'Brien and Ashley (1903-1909) (2).

William B. Rodgers
(1903 - 1909)

Birth: July 12, 1842
Death: May 25, 1914
Interred: 
Notable Achievements: Solicitor of
Allegheny City (1870-1888). Solicitor of
the Board of Education (1914) (1). 



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.Judge Richard W. Martin.; Pittsburgh Jurist Was Formerly Public Service Commissioner.
(March 6, 1930). The New York Times. (p.23).
https://www.nytimes.com/1930/03/06/archives/judge-richard-w-martin-pittsburgh-
jurist-was-formerly-public.html 

2.Northwestern Historical Association. Memoirs of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania
(Northwest Historical Association., Madison, Wisconsin, 1904, Vol. 1, p. 146) 

3.Family Search. Charles Augustus Waldschmidt Sr.
https://ancestors.familysearch.org/en/GMN2-VFD/charles-augustus-waldschmidt-sr-
1882-1955 

Charles A. Waldschmidt
(1926 - 1933)

Birth: December 22, 1882
Death: August 25, 1955
Interred: Union Dale Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Lawyer and
proprietor (3).

Thomas M. Benner
(1925 - 1926, 1936)

Birth: May 7, 1873
Death:
Notable Achievements: Trustee of the
Pittsburgh Railways Company, Director
of the Duquesne Printing Company (2).

Richard Wilson Martin
(1922 - 1925)

Birth: September 14. 1882
Death: March 5, 1930
Notable Achievements: PA Public Service
Commissioner (1925-1926), Judge in PA
State Court (1).

Thomas M. Benner (2).

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Space:Memoirs_of_Allegheny_County%2C_Pennsylvania


HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.City of Pittsburgh. (n.d.). Mayors of Pittsburgh. https://www.pittsburghpa.gov/City-
Government/Mayor/Mayors-of-Pittsburgh 

2.Photo: University of Pittsburgh. (1941). Portrait of Roosevelt and Mayor Scully.
Pittsburgh City Photographer Collection, 1901-2000.
https://historicpittsburgh.org/islandora/object/pitt:715.4161711.CP

3.Pittsburgh Catholic. Gregory Zatkovich Succumbs. (30 March 1967).
https://www.thecatholicnewsarchive.org/?a=d&d=TPC19670330-01.1.2&e=-------en-20-
-1--txt-txIN-------- 

William B. Secrist
(1936)

Death: August 16, 1936
Birth/Interred/Achievements Still
Under Investigation.

Ward Bonsall
(1934)

Birth: June 22, 1874
Death: June 29, 1935
Interred: Grandview Cemetery (OH)
Notable Achievements: Private attorney. 

Cornelius Decatur Scully
(1934)

Birth: November 30, 1878
Death: September 22, 1952
Interred: Elmwood Cemetery (WV)
Notable Achievements: City Council
member, Mayor of Pittsburgh (1). 

Portrait of Scully (left) and FDR (2). 

William D. Grimes
(1935 - 1936)

Birth: 1881
Death: 1951
Interred: Round Hill Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Private attorney.

Gregory I. Zatkovich
(1936)

Birth: December 2, 1886
Death: March 26, 1967
Interred: Calvary Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Governor of
Carpathian Ruthenia (appointed by the
Czechoslovak president, Thomas
Masaryk and allowed via executive
order from Woodrow Wilson) (3).



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.  Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. (October 13, 1936). Appointments Confirmed, Then McNair
Sends in New Substitutes. https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/88923131/

2.PA Military College. (n.d.). Churchill B. Mehard, 1902 (Brigadier General).
https://pennsylvaniamilitarycollege.org/churchill-b-mehard-1902-brigadier-general/

3.  Federal Judicial Center. (n.d.). Stewart, William Alvah.
https://www.fjc.gov/history/judges/stewart-william-alvah

William Alvah Stewart
(1938 - 1941)

Birth: August 16, 1903
Death: April 9, 1953
Interred: Mount Royal Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Judge for U.S.
District Court, Western District of PA (3).

Churchill Brown Mehard
(1938)

Birth: May 27, 1881
Death: September 12, 1943
Interred: Arlington National Cemetery 
Notable Achievements: 321st Field
Artillery, 157h Brigade, 82nd Division AEF
as a Major (2). 

John J. Kennedy
(1937)

Still under investigation.

Frederick Carl Grote
(1936)

Birth: June 26, 1879
Death: May 29, 1954
Interred: Smithfield East End Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Assistant City
Solicitor.  McNair nominated Mr. Grote as
city solicitor but there was dispute with
council about the nomination and his
confirmation is uncertain (1).

Mehard was the recipient of fourteen
decorations in the first World War. 

New York Times. September 15, 1943. Obituaries. (p. 27).
https://www.nytimes.com/1943/09/15/archives/brig-gen-

mehard-62-pittsburgh-lawyer-exsollcltor-of-city-
decorated.html



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.Anne X. Alpern, J.D. 1927.  (n.d.). Pitt Law.
https://scholarship.law.pitt.edu/exhibit/breaking-barriers-milestones-in-diversity-at-
pitt-law/anne-x-alpern-jd-1927/ 

2.Obituaries. (March 13, 1992). Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. (p.10).
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/89979920/

J. Frank McKenna Jr.
(1954 - 1958)

Birth: 1910?
Death: March 11, 1992
Notable Achievements: President judge of
Allegheny County Common Pleas Court.
Army veteran of the Pacific, Theater in
World War II (Colonel). Administrative
judge of the Orphans Court Division
(1977-1979) (2). 

Anne X. Alpern
(1942 - 1953)

Birth: December 25, 1903
Death: February 2, 1981
Interred: Homewood Cemetery
Notable Achievements: First Woman to be
City Solicitor in a Major American City.
Judge for Court of Common Pleas of
Allegheny County (1953). PA Attorney
General (1959-1961)
JFK offered the role of Head of the Federal
Power Commission (1961).
Appointed to the Supreme Court of PA
(July 26,1961). Judge for Court of Common
Pleas of Allegheny County again (1961-
1974). Private Practice with Berkman,
Ruslander, Pohl, Lieber, & Engel (1974). In
1994 an award was created in her honor
by the PA Bar Association (1).

Reading Eagle. (December 24, 1958). (p.18).  



HISTORIC CITY SOLICITORS

1.Stahl, David Henry. (n.d.). Federal Judicial Center.
https://www.fjc.gov/history/judges/stahl-david-henry 

2.Legacy Remembers. (2008). Honorable David W. Craig. Legacy.
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/legacyremembers/david-craig-obituary?
id=24707301

3.Majors, D. (2008). Obituary: David W. Craig / Commonwealth Court judge, held several
city posts. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. https://www.post-
gazette.com/news/obituaries/2008/02/14/Obituary-David-W-Craig-Commonwealth-
Court-judge-held-several-city-posts/stories/200802140446

4.Perlmutter, E.M. (1996). Obituaries, Marion K. Finkelhor. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
https://www.newspapers.com/newspage/89836338/

5.Jones, D.N. (2005). Obituaries, Ralph Lynch Jr. Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
https://www.newspapers.com/article/pittsburgh-post-gazette-ralph-lynch-jr/60121867/

Marion K. Finkelhor
(1968 - 1969)

Birth: August 5, 1918
Death: February 2, 1996
Notable Achievements: Judge in the PA
Court of Common Pleas (4). 

David Henry Stahl
(1959 - 1961, 1965 -1968)

Birth: May 29, 1920
Death: February 21, 1970
Notable Achievements: Federal Judge for
the United States Court of Appeals for the
3rd Circuit. PA Attorney General (1961-
1963), Army Veteran (1). 

David W. Craig
(1961 - 1965)

Birth: 1926?
Death: February 11, 2008
Notable Achievements: Judge in the PA
Commonwealth Court with 17 years of
service. Served as Pittsburgh’s  Public
Safety Director. WWII Veteran serving as
a Bomber Pilot, flying 35 missions over
Europe (2). The first person to head three
different city of Pittsburgh departments
(3). 

Ralph Lynch Jr.
(1970 - 1974)

Birth: 1928
Death: November 7, 2005
Interred: Allison Park
Notable Achievements: Recognized Public
Finance Attorney. Army veteran (5).

Mead J. Mulvihill
(1974 - 1981)

Birth: October 1, 1927
Death: March 13, 2008
Interred: Calvary Cemetery
Notable Achievements: Private Attorney. 



RECENT CITY SOLICITORS

Jacqueline R. Morrow
(1994 - 2006)

Other Notable Positions: General Counsel for Giant Eagle, PA
Office of General Counsel PHEAA.

First African American City Solicitor

Mary K Conturo
(1990 - 1993)

Other Notable Positions: Private Practice Attorney (Public
Finance), Special Counsel then Executive Director for the City-
County Sports & Exhibition Authority and Stadium Authority
(April 2004 - 2022).

Dan R. Pellegrini
(1982 - 1989)

Other Notable Positions: President & Senior Judge,
Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania, Senior Judge,
Pennsylvania Superior Court. 



RECENT CITY SOLICITORS

George R. Specter
(2006 - 2009)

Other Notable Positions: Counsel for the Urban
Redevelopment Authority, Private Practice Attorney.
Deputy City Solicitor. 

Daniel D. Regan
(2009 - 2013)

Other Notable Positions: Judge, Allegheny County Court of
Common Pleas; Partner at Caputo, Caputo & Regan, P.C.

Susan E. Malie
(2006)

Other Notable Positions: Chief Counsel for National Energy
Technology Council. Assistant City Solicitor.



RECENT CITY SOLICITORS

Krysia M. Kubiak
(2022 - 2025)

Other Notable Positions: Duquesne Light Company Director of
State Regulatory Strategy and Government Affairs, Private
Practice Attorney, State Prosecutor (Colorado Springs)

Yvonne Schlosberg Hilton 
(2018 - 2021)

Other Notable Positions: Director of Legal & Consulting
Services, PRT. Assistant, Associate, and Deputy City Solicitor.

Lourdes Sanchez-Ridge
(2014 - 2017)

Other Notable Positions: Federal Prosecutor, Chair of ACBA
Professional Ethics Committee, Private Practice Attorney.


