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Intent of the Project:

The Law
renceville C

orporation’s R
iverfront S

teering C
om

m
ittee approached 

the C
om

m
unity D

esign C
enter of P

ittsburgh seeking technical and fi nancial 
support to develop a strategy for im

proving access and use of the A
llegheny 

R
iverfront betw

een 4
0

th and 4
3

rd S
treets. This project provides a survey of 

the character, context and opportunities for this portion of Law
renceville’s 

riverfront. The plan outlines schem
atic project recom

m
endations for the 

4
0

th and 4
3

rd S
treet Landings, and describes rem

ediation strategies for 
the trail that lies in betw

een.

The key to successfully developing this project is w
orking w

ith the existing 
layers of historic, industrial and riparian fabric of the river’s edge to preserve 
the character of the riverfront and trail. The goal is to im

prove the riverfront 
experience w

ithout destroying the quiet charm
 and authenticity of existing 

access points - to create a riverfront trail that w
ill be uniquely Law

renceville 
and that w

ill evolve and change over tim
e along w

ith the com
m

unity. 

M
uch public discussion centered on priorities and issues of how

 to best 
include com

m
unity input and art into the plan. It is understood that not 

only physical im
provem

ents w
ill be necessary to guarantee a successful 

riverfront 
plan. 

Issues 
of 

m
aintenance 

and 
public 

safety 
have 

been 
discussed w

ith the C
ity of P

ittsburgh, along w
ith the im

pact that future 
riverfront developm

ent and the expansion of the riverfront trail w
ill have 

w
hen it connects into P

ittsburgh’s trail system
. The building of com

m
unity 

volunteers in partnership w
ith the C

ity’s P
artners in P

arks P
rogram

 and the 
D

epartm
ent of P

arks and R
ecreation is necessary to realize this project and 

to m
aintain it. Volunteer participation is also a positive outcom

e that w
ill 

lend long-term
 benefi t to the riverfront and its future.

Planning Process:

Initial m
eetings w

ith neighborhood representatives relayed the com
m

unity’s 
perceptions 

and 
goals 

for 
the 

riverfront. 
S

ite 
visits, 

photographs 
and 

inform
ation gathering led to the developm

ent of an E
xisting C

onditions 
draw

ing of the site and to dialogues w
ith several of the riverfront’s neighbors 

including the C
M

U
 N

ational R
obotics C

onsortium
, Ice H

ouse A
rtist S

tudios 
and 4

3
rd S

treet C
oncrete. 

The follow
ing D

esign P
rinciples resulted from

 com
m

unity dialogues:
• C

elebrate the layers of history and distinctive character of Law
renceville 

through m
aterial use, signage, and local artistic collaboration.

• U
se native plantings and species.

• M
aintain the general character of the existing trail, the 4

3
rd S

treet  
overlook/beach, and the launch/landing areas adjacent to the 4

0
th S

treet 
B

ridge piers.
• P

rotect and encourage w
ildlife on the site: fi sh, birds, rabbits, etc.

• A
rt and additional hum

an infl uence should be lim
ited to 4

0
th S

treet and 
4

3
rd S

treet areas. The trail should rem
ain ‘w

ild.’
• D

esign to accom
m

odate people of all ages and abilities

D
uring com

m
unity m

eetings local m
otor boat enthusiasts agreed that w

hile 
there is a need for additional public m

otor boat launches in the P
ittsburgh 

P
ool, the Law

renceville R
iverfront is not the appropriate location due to the 

steepness of the river’s edge and the negative im
pacts that m

otor boats w
ould 

have on the local fi sh population.  It w
as recognized that it is diffi cult to 

launch m
otor boats from

 the sam
e area as canoes and kayaks. S

im
ilarly, the 

idea of building a dock w
as discussed. D

ocks are m
ost useful for launching 

m
otor boats or long-hulled boats such as those used for crew

 row
ing at 

W
ashington’s Landing. B

ecause neither of these uses are anticipated along 
Law

renceville’s  R
iverfront, and because the ‘natural’ beach condition at the 

4
0

th S
treet launch area is w

ell-suited for canoe and kayak launching and 
landing, a dock w

as not included in the proposed project. 

Tw
o key project areas and a rem

ediation strategy w
ere identifi ed as short-

term
 realizable goals for riverfront redevelopm

ent. Illustrations of proposed 
m

odifi cations to the 4
3

rd and 4
0

th S
treet riverfront access points are 

included as m
arketing/fundraising m

aterial to help realize the projects. 
A

lso, 
precedents 

and 
ideas 

for 
incorporating 

art 
into 

the 
project 

are 
identifi ed. A

 N
ext S

teps im
plem

entation strategy, including a checklist of 
required approval processes, and prelim

inary project cost estim
ates bring 

the planning docum
ent to a close, serving to prepare the com

m
unity to 

realize the projects. 

C
O

N
T

E
X

T
 M

A
P

N
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43rd Street O
verlook

R
iver T

rail
40th Street Park

Project Context:

The area of study is bounded to the w
est by parking lots and the 4

0
th S

treet 
B

ridge, to the east by 4
3

rd S
treet and 4

3
rd S

treet C
oncrete, to the south by 

the C
M

U
 N

ational R
obotics C

onsortium
, and to the north by the A

llegheny 
R

iver. A
 form

al riverfront trail currently extends on the north shore of the 
A

llegheny R
iver m

uch of the distance from
 the H

einz Football S
tadium

 
up to M

illvale, directly across from
 our area of study. The 3

1
st S

treet 
B

ridge, providing the m
ost direct connection from

 the north shore trail to 
Law

renceville, is in poor shape and due for renovation. The 4
0

th S
treet 

B
ridge does not presently have a strong pedestrian link to either the north or 

south shore A
llegheny riverfront trails but there are opportunities to im

prove 
these connections in the future. O

n the south shore of the A
llegheny, from

 the 
S
trip D

istrict through Law
renceville, disconnected trail segm

ents have been 
built by individual property ow

ners. The riverfront trail betw
een 4

3
rd and 

4
0
th S

treets w
as built by the Law

renceville C
orporation, the Law

renceville 
com

m
unity and the C

M
U

 N
ational R

obotics C
enter in 1

9
9
5
. 

S
outh shore trail developm

ent has been diffi cult due to existing railroad tracks 
that follow

 the riverfront edge, and because m
any large parcels of  industrial 

land have rem
ained undeveloped and unim

proved since the 1
9
8
0
’s. A

lso, 
som

e riverfront businesses, including 4
3
rd S

treet C
oncrete, continue to 

receive deliveries from
 the river via barge. The integration of river-based land 

com
m

erce w
ith a public trail m

ay be an interesting design challenge in the 
future. 

Law
renceville’s R

iverfront is adjacent to a dense neighborhood of brick single-
fam

ily hom
es and row

 houses interspersed w
ith large-scale light-industrial 

and w
arehouse buildings and undeveloped industrial properties. 4

3
rd S

treet 
is being revitalized due to recent projects including the Ice H

ouse A
rtist 

S
tudios and the proposed redevelopm

ent of the C
hocolate Factory across the 

street. 

View
s and Accessibility:

D
ue to its steep, m

an-m
ade river’s edge the Law

renceville R
iverfront offers a 

variety of outdoor experiences. The trail provides outstanding view
s of dow

ntow
n 

and the 40th Street B
ridge particularly from

 the 43rd Street O
verlook. There 

are interm
ittent view

s of the river from
 along the trail and unique river access 

points along the shore at 40th and 43rd Streets. 

A
D

A
 accessibility along the trail has been discussed w

ith the C
ity of 

P
ittsburgh but w

ill be lim
ited to the 4

3
rd S

treet O
verlook and the 4

0
th 

S
treet P

ark due to the steep river edge and the provision for truly accessible 
river access on the north shore at W

ashington’s Landing and at M
illvale. 

N
ew

 concrete stairs at the 4
3

rd S
treet O

verlook w
ill im

prove access to the 
concrete ‘beach’ below

 and the 4
0

th S
treet w

ater access locations w
ill 

benefi t from
 the installation of a sim

ple railing to assist elderly trail users 
dow

n to the river’s edge. W
e recom

m
end adding railings to both the ‘passive’ 

upstream
 and the dow

nstream
 launch access locations.
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43rd Street Overlook and Access Recom
m

endations:

1
. W

ork w
ith existing site conditions. A

dd to and extend 
the 

top 
of 

the 
existing 

concrete 
overlook 

to 
create 

generous gathering areas w
ith view

s up, dow
n and across 

the A
llegheny Valley.  C

arve a fl ight of easily-navigable 
stairs into the concrete slope to help riverfront users  
access the w

ater. Integrate foliage and tree planting 
areas into the design of the stairs and overlooks. The site 
w

ill evolve and change over tim
e. 

2
. 

Creatively 
use 

building 
m

aterials 
that 

are 
com

m
on 

on site. C
oncrete and steel are m

aterials com
m

on to 
Law

renceville and its riverfront. These m
aterials should 

be 
used 

as 
creatively 

as 
possible 

w
hen 

designing 
functional and decorative elem

ents for the overlooks, 
stairs and trellis. R

ailings could be fashioned from
 steel 

re-bar, concrete slabs could be polished and inlaid w
ith 

industrial fragm
ents, trellises can be hand-w

rought and 
designed 

by 
local 

artists, 
and 

vertical 
concrete 

w
all 

surfaces can be covered w
ith educational/interpretive 

m
urals about local history, plants and w

ater life. 

3
. Preserve the quality of the experience of being on the 

concrete ‘beach’ w
hile im

proving access to it. Fisherm
en 

and other river enthusiasts actively use the concrete 
beach that w

as form
ed by local industries over decades 

at the base of 4
3

rd S
treet. 

4
. Design a sculptural beacon that w

ill be visible from
 

both Butler Street and the river, placed near the end of 
43rd Street.  The beacon could be lit and visible at night 
providing both illum

ination and security. A
lternately, a 

portal across 4
3

rd S
treet could be created w

elcom
ing 

visitors to the trail, the overlooks, and the beach below
.

4
3

R
D

 S
T
. C

O
N

C
E

P
T

N

existing conditions:

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10   11   12

5
. Light the upper overlook at night for security and visibility. 

Lighting should be integrated into the overall design. 

6
. Replace the existing chain-link fence along 43rd Street 

Concrete w
ith a w

ood or m
etal trellis. The trellis could be 

planted w
ith Virgin’s B

ow
er vines, or another native plant 

species, to form
 a green edge leading out to the river. A

n 
overhead trellis could also shade the overlook creating a 
com

fortable sum
m

ertim
e river view

ing environm
ent.

7
. Continue to provide inform

al parking along 43rd Street. 
A

dditional parking m
ay be negotiated w

ith the R
obotics 

C
enter. A

ny parking area should have landscaped edges.

8
. 

Design 
site 

furniture, 
including 

benches 
and 

road 
barriers, to be functional but also interesting, engaging and 
unique to the site. W

henever possible site furniture should 
be considered as a coherent part of the overall project.

9
. U

se an existing building near the 43rd Street overlook 
to accom

m
odate a future trail head, visitor’s center, canoe/

kayak rental facility, cafe, etc.

1
0

. Provide, in the future, an accessible ram
p dow

n to the 
w

ater along 43rd Street Concrete’s retaining w
all edge. 

C
urrently 

the 
river 

edge 
of 

4
3

rd 
S

treet 
C

oncrete 
is 

actively used for barge deliveries and such a ram
p w

ould 
not be practical.

1
1

. Design to accom
m

odate a future com
m

uter boat landing 
area. A

s a draw
back to be considered, a com

m
uter-sized 

parking lot could adversely affect the site.

43rd
 S

treet A
ccess • C

o
n

cep
t P

lan
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4
3

R
D

 S
T
. C

O
N

C
E

P
T

design/idea/inspiration palette:

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10   11   12

43rd
 S

treet L
an

d
in

g
s • A

xo
n

o
m

etric S
ketch

 
43rd

 S
treet L

an
d

in
g

s • S
ectio

n
 th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e O

verlo
o

k 

Opportunities for Public Art and Participation:

The 4
3

rd S
treet O

verlook project requires the addition of a signifi cant am
ount of concrete, m

etal trellisw
ork and 

railing along the overlook edges and stairs. C
oncrete form

 w
ork could be designed to create a rough, textural 

edge. M
etal fragm

ents could be em
bedded into concrete slabs w

hose surfaces m
ight relate the history of 

Law
renceville and the A

llegheny R
iver Valley.  Trellises and railings could utilize m

aterials such as steel re bar, 
in keeping w

ith the site’s industrial legacy, or be shaped artistically in a w
ay sim

ilar to the sinuous railings along 
dow

ntow
n’s A

llegheny R
iverw

alk.  

R
ather than sim

ply placing placards on posts, signs and user inform
ation should be integrated into or onto site 

elem
ents w

herever possible. B
enches and other site furniture can be designed as integrated parts of the overlook 

com
position. There m

ay be opportunities for the com
m

unity to w
ork w

ith 4
3

rd S
treet C

oncrete to design site-
specifi c concrete bollards to keep cars from

 accessing the edge of the O
verlook. 

The 4
3

rd S
treet O

verlook should incorporate the design of a beacon that could be seen from
 both the A

llegheny 
R

iver and B
utler S

treet. The design of this beacon, w
hich w

ould visually connect Law
renceville to the riverfront, 

w
ould be a unique opportunity for the com

m
unity to becom

e involved in creating w
hat m

ay becom
e a signature 

neighborhood icon.
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4
0

T
H

 S
T
. C

O
N

C
E

P
T

existing conditions:

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10   11   12 

40th Street Park and Canoe/Kayak Launch:

1
. Locate the Canoe/Kayak Rack below

 the 40th Street 
Bridge at the top of the trail leading to the launch and 
landing area. The C

anoe/K
ayak R

ack w
as generously 

donated to the Law
renceville com

m
unity by Friends 

of 
the 

R
iverfront. 

It 
requires 

a 
concrete 

pad 
or 

foundation piers to be installed on-site, to w
hich the 

rack can be anchored. 

2
. Create a vehicular drop-off area to assist boaters 

in accessing the canoe/kayak launch site. A
 gravel 

vehicular turnaround below
 the 4

0
th S

treet B
ridge 

w
ill also accom

m
odate R

iver R
escue A

ccess. 

3
. Continue to provide inform

al visitor parking along 
40th Street. 

4
. Plant native species plants and trees at the 40th 

Street Park and along the river’s edge. S
ee page 9

 of 
this report for m

ore inform
ation.

5
. U

se creative, integrated site furniture and signage. 
S

ignage/artw
ork/m

urals could be installed onto the 
4

0
th S

treet B
ridge piers but P

ennD
O

T w
ould need 

to be consulted for such a project. B
ob Q

ualters’ 
Veterans B

ridge m
ural is a good precedent. 

6
. U

se the quiet, w
ooded upstream

 side of the 40th 
Street Bridge pier for passive activities. C

arefully placed 
additional boulders or concrete m

ay be added along 
the river’s edge to prevent scouring of the riverbank. A

 
railing should be added to enable elderly Law

renceville 
residents to access the river m

ore easily. 

7
. Im

prove the trail leading dow
n to the proposed canoe/kayak 

launch area. The trail should be w
idened and m

ade m
ore 

easily 
navigable. 

A
 

railing 
should 

be 
provided 

to 
assist 

launch users.

8
. 

U
se crushed lim

estone w
hen building extensions to or 

repairing the riverfront trail. This type of trail surface has 
adequately served the needs of current trail users and is in 
keeping w

ith the trail character.

9
. Provide trail m

arkers, historic signage and neighborhood 
m

aps for visitors’ reference from
 the land and w

ater. 

1
0
. Illum

inate the 40th Street Park adequately at night for 
security and general visibility. 

1
1

. 
Rem

ove the recycled plastic lum
ber fence along the 

park’s 40th Street entry and replace it w
ith a designed, low

-
m

aintenance m
eadow

 full of local plantings.

1
2
. Dedicate the entire riverfront park w

ith a nam
e and have the 

trail identifi ed on City of Pittsburgh trail m
aps.

1
3
. Strengthen pedestrian connections from

 the Law
renceville 

riverfront to the 40th Street Bridge and the N
orth Shore Trail. A

s 
the N

orth S
hore Trail becom

es m
ore form

alized betw
een 3

1
st 

S
treet and M

illvale there w
ill be an opportunity to connect 

Law
renceville’s riverfront trail to the N

orth S
hore Trail by 

m
eans of the 4

0
th S

treet B
ridge. P

edestrian connections 
to the 4

0
th S

treet B
ridge from

 the south and north shore 
riverfront trails and M

illvale should be im
proved.
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4
0

T
H

 S
T
. C

O
N

C
E

P
T

design/idea/inspiration palette:

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10   11   12

40th
 S

treet C
o

n
cep

t • P
ersp

ective
40th

 S
treet P

ark an
d

 C
an

o
e/K

ayak L
au

n
ch

 • S
ectio

n

Opportunites for Public Art and Participation:

The 4
0

th S
treet P

ark is currently used by local residents for w
alking, fi shing and birdw

atching. W
ith the arrival of 

the C
anoe/K

ayak R
ack the park w

ill becom
e m

ore of a regional draw
 putting Law

renceville onto the m
ap as one of 

a series of canoe- and kayak-friendly destinations along P
ittsburgh’s R

iverfront. The regional role of the park w
ill 

be further am
plifi ed w

hen the 4
0

th - 4
3

rd S
treet Trail is better connected to the rest of the P

ittsburgh riverfront 
trail system

. 

There are m
any opportunities for im

proving aspects of the park to accom
m

odate increased park use. P
aths leading 

from
 the trail dow

n to the river should be outfi tted w
ith sim

ple, crafted, m
etal railings designed to assist people in 

navigating their w
ay to the w

ater. These railings should be functional but also fun, interesting and in keeping w
ith 

the post-industrial character of the site.  The neighboring C
M

U
 N

ational R
obotic C

enter has integrated industrial 
found objects into its landscape, celebrating the interesting layers of industrial history of the site. The 4

0
th S

treet 
P

ark offers an opportunity to celebrate the past, present and future of the riverfront through interpretive art and 
signage connecting park visitors to Law

renceville’s legacy. 

A
s part of the project, the recycled plastic lum

ber fence along the park’s 4
0

th S
treet entry trail w

ill be rem
oved 

and replaced w
ith a designed, low

-m
aintenance m

eadow
 full of local plantings. P

lantings used in this area can 
becom

e part of an educational feature w
ith sm

all signs identifying species varieties. C
are-taking of plants at the 

4
0

th S
treet P

ark is a long-term
 opportunity for public input and participation. 
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Sew
er Outfl ow

s:

The 
recom

m
endations 

included 
in 

this 
report 

are 
intended to attract m

ore people to the trail and the 
river, helping Law

renceville to realize its potential as a 
riverfront neighborhood. Local sew

er outfalls should be 
investigated and addressed if trail and river activities 
are to be successfully expanded and im

plem
ented.

Law
renceville’s R

iverfront is negatively im
pacted by storm

 event overfl ow
 

from
 A

LC
O

S
A
N

’s aging com
bined sew

er system
. D

uring and after signifi cant 
precipitation events overfl ow

 burden from
 the county’s sew

er system
s is 

discharged, in part, directly into local stream
s and river system

s. B
oth 4

0
th 

and 4
3
rd S

treet, areas w
here people currently access the river, appear to have 

sew
er outfalls of this type. 

The im
pact of com

bined sew
er overfl ow

 (C
S
O

) on the riverfront trail w
ill 

be negligible for those using the upper portion of the riverfront trail, the 
4
0
th S

treet P
ark and the O

verlook. For those fi sherm
en, boat enthusiasts, 

brave sw
im

m
ers, nature observers, sm

all anim
als, fi sh and birds w

ho com
e 

into closer contact w
ith the river, the noxious odors and localized pollution 

caused by storm
 w

ater events can be insufferable and som
etim

es dangerous. 
It is generally recom

m
ended that direct contact w

ith stream
s and rivers be 

avoided until 4
8
 hours after a m

ajor storm
 event. Aw

areness of sew
er outfl ow

 
issues could be built into a public education program

 for those w
ho visit and 

use the riverfront. A
 C

S
O

 fl ag, such as the one used on W
ashington’s Landing, 

can serve in such an educational capacity w
hile also advising canoe and 

kayak users about the local river w
ater quality.

A
 chem

ical odor near the 4
3
rd S

treet culvert w
as detected, indicating that a 

local business or residence m
ay be illegally tapped into the sew

er line. 

A
s m

ore people of all ages are encouraged to use the riverfront it w
ill 

becom
e increasingly im

portant that polluting activites be m
onitored and 

elim
inated w

here possible. The R
iverkeepers P

rogram
, recently im

plem
ented 

in P
ittsburgh, w

as created to keep w
atch over and identify w

aterw
ay pollution 

sources. This program
, sponsored by Friends of the R

iverfront, m
ay be of use 

to the neighborhood in such a capacity.

G
iant K

notw
eed

R
epeated cutting of plants (3

-4
 tim

es a season) som
etim

es com
bined w

ith 
shading or herbicide, m

ay w
eaken plants so they gradually die off after 

several years of constant vigilance. D
igging them

 out m
ay leave pieces of 

roots allow
ing the plant to regenerate. P

lant roots can exceed 2
0

’ in length. 
 Tree of H

eaven
Young seedlings are best rem

oved by hand. E
stablished trees and saplings 

can be cut dow
n. R

em
oval of rootstock w

ill prevent re-sprouting but it m
ust 

be done thoroughly to prevent regeneration from
 root pieces left in the soil. 

This m
ay be diffi cult to achieve in large clum

ps of trees.

G
arlic M

ustard
Flow

ering plants should be cut at ground level before seeds are set. C
ut 

debris should be rem
oved from

 the site to avoid any seed dispersal. They 
can also be hand pulled. 

Furtherm
ore, it is recom

m
ended that in the future only 

native plants and trees be introduced to the riverfront 
environm

ent. S
om

e decorative annual plants and fl ow
ers, 

such as tulips or daffodils, do not threaten to overtake 
the ecosystem

 and m
ay be introduced w

ithout perm
anent 

dam
age. B

ut there are also m
any colorful, decorative and 

fragrant native species available that could be used in 
their place. It is also advised that chem

ical pesticides and 
herbicides not be used along the riverfront due to their 
harm

ful im
pact on the riverfront ecosystem

. The follow
ing 

is a list of several native plant and tree species that w
ould 

be suitable to plant along the riverfront and in the park and 
m

eadow
 areas above:

N
ative Plants for R

iparian Zones:        
Tall Ironw

eed * 
 

          
C

ardinal Flow
er * 

 
          

Joe P
ye W

eed 
 

 
N

ew
 E

ngland A
ster 

 
 

C
om

m
on M

ilkw
eed * 

 
N

inebark (shrub) 
 

 
M

aple Leaf Viburnum
 (shrub) ** 

R
edbud (tree) 

 
 

S
erviceberry (tree) **

R
ed M

aple **

*B
utterfl y and/or H

um
m

ingbird beacon       **W
ildlife Value (berries, etc.)  

 

R
IV

E
R

 T
R

A
IL

 R
E

M
E

D
IA

T
IO

N
Riverfront Trail Recom

m
endations: 

• R
em

ove invasive species w
here Japanese K

notw
eed is prevalent.

• P
lant native trees and under-story plants once this area is reclaim

ed.
• R

etain trees that extend into the w
ater. They provide a good habitat for 

river w
ildlife.

The riverfront trail is located in a riparian environm
ent. R

iparian describes 
the specifi c areas that occur adjacent to stream

s, lakes, ponds, w
etlands and 

other w
ater bodies. These areas are im

portant because they are repositories 
of biological diversity, they help m

itigate the effects of land-based pollution 
and surface run-off, and they play an im

portant part in land-based and 
aquatic ecosystem

s. 

Law
renceville’s 

riverfront 
hosts 

a 
grow

ing 
num

ber 
of 

species 
of 

birds, 
w

aterfow
l and sm

all anim
als. W

alleye, sm
all m

outh bass and catfi sh are 
found 

along 
Law

renceville’s 
R

iverfront, 
indicating 

that 
the 

river 
w

ater 
quality is im

proving. In suggesting im
provem

ents for the R
iverfront Trail it 

is of the utm
ost im

portance to protect the ‘w
ild’ character of the riverfront 

trail for the neighborhood’s recreational and educational use, but also as an 
evolving natural habitat.

In areas w
here earth along the riverfront edge has been recently re-graded, 

grow
ing patches of G

iant K
notw

eed have taken hold. N
ative to Japan, 

K
notw

eed has sprouted up throughout W
estern P

ennsylvania in places w
here 

soils are disturbed and w
here no com

peting species is planted. N
on-native 

plants spread quickly, crow
d out native plants, alter the local ecosystem

, 
threaten neighboring areas, and often take years of careful m

anagem
ent to 

rem
ove. To protect other plant species along the riverfront invasive species 

should 
be 

closely 
m

onitored 
and 

prevented 
from

 
spreading. 

Invasive 
species should be rem

oved thoroughly w
herever feasible. There could be 

opportunities for Law
renceville’s riverfront to serve as an extended test case 

for university researchers to study the effi cacy of rem
ediation efforts. 

The follow
ing is a list of invasive non-native plants that are com

m
on along 

Law
renceville’s R

iverfront, along w
ith suggested strategies for getting rid of 

them
:

S
taghorn S

um
ac

W
ild C

olum
bine

R
ed Tw

in D
ogw

ood
R

edbud
C

ardinal F
low

er
Ironw

eed
V

irgin’s B
ow

er
R

ed M
aple

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10   11   12

N
ative Plants for W

oodland Edges:
Thim

blew
eed

G
oat’s B

eard
C

oral B
ells

O
xeye/False S

unfl ow
er *

Virgin’s B
ow

er (vine)
W

ild H
ydrangea (shrub)

S
ilky D

ogw
ood (shrub) **

H
em

lock (evergreen tree) **
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P
R

O
J

E
C

T
 IM

P
L

E
M

E
N

T
A

T
IO

N

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10   11   12

N
ext Steps:

• R
eview

 project w
ith appropriate authorities prior to proceeding w

ith project im
plem

entation. 
• S

eek offi cial park designation for the Law
renceville R

iverfront P
ark.

• Investigate riparian rem
ediation program

 project opportunities (P
enn S

tate, etc.)
• Fund raise to fi nance design and construction of the project.
• H

ire an architect to prepare construction docum
ents for the proposed projects.

• H
ire a surveyor to properly docum

ent the project areas.
• D

iscuss and create opportunities for com
m

unity art and participation. The P
ublic A

rt C
om

m
ittee of 

the Law
renceville C

orporation m
ay be a useful resource in this capacity.

• R
eview

 construction docum
ents w

ith the com
m

unity and w
ith appropriate authorities.

• Solicit local m
aterial and labor donations (43rd Street Concrete, Construction Junction, Iron Eden, etc.)

• Im
plem

ent construction.

Approval Checklist to Realize the Planning Projects:
C

ity of P
ittsburgh D

epartm
ent of P

ublic W
orks

C
ity of P

ittsburgh P
lanning D

epartm
ent staff approval for recreational facilities

D
epartm

ent of E
nvironm

ental P
rotection

U
S

 A
rm

y C
orps of E

ngineers
P

ennsylvania D
epartm

ent of Transportation (P
ennD

O
T)

P
ennsylvania Fish &

 B
oat C

om
m

ission
C

ity of P
ittsburgh A

rt C
om

m
ission

Local Resources:
R

iverlife Taskforce
Friends of the R

iverfront
R

iverkeepers P
rogram

3
 R

ivers 2
nd N

ature
3

 R
ivers W

et W
eather

3
 R

ivers R
ow

ing
C

ity of P
ittsburgh’s P

artners in P
arks

D
epartm

ent of P
arks and R

ecreation

City Park Designation:
P

repared in consultation w
ith P

ittsburgh’s C
ity P

lanning D
epartm

ent.

Process
O

w
nership of the land betw

een 4
0

th and 4
3

rd S
treet w

ould need to be addressed before any further action 
tow

ards park designation is taken. The trail betw
een 4

0
th and 4

3
rd is ow

ned by the U
rban R

edevelopm
ent 

A
uthority and is part of the lease to the C

arnegie M
ellon R

obotics C
enter.  If the riverfront trail becom

es a city 
park this lease w

ould need to be m
odifi ed w

ith the U
R

A
 transferring affected land to the C

ity.

D
esignating the end of the 4

3
rd S

treet right-of-w
ay as part of the park m

ay also have som
e undesirable legal 

side effects. 4
3

rd S
treet C

oncrete could fi nd them
selves ow

ning half of the 4
3

rd street right-of-w
ay since 

park designation sim
ultaneously m

eans right-of-w
ay vacation.  

A
fter addressing these tw

o issues the C
ity P

arks and R
ecreation D

irector should be approached. If the 
designation is view

ed favorably by the C
ity P

arks and R
ecreation D

irector, the P
lanning C

om
m

ission 
should be asked for a recom

m
endation. S

uch an action m
ay constitute a m

odifi cation of the C
ity’s current 

C
om

prehensive P
lan. The park designation w

ould then go to P
ittsburgh C

ity C
ouncil for form

al action. P
ark 

designation w
ould give the riverfront trail greater protection but w

ould also place new
 restrictions on the 

land.

Park M
aintenance

P
ublic W

orks currently m
aintains the site and w

ould continue to do so if it is designated a park. The level of 
m

aintenance is not likely to change to any signifi cant extent since offi cial designation of this park w
ill not 

result in the addition of city m
aintenance staff.

Affect on Public Art
The C

ity of P
ittsburgh A

rt C
om

m
ission has jurisdiction in public right-of-w

ays and city parks and it review
s 

projects proposed in both areas.  The level of funding support for public art along the riverfront if it is 
designated a park is not likely to change due to budgetary constraints.
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C
O

S
T

 E
S

T
IM

A
T

E
S

1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9   10   11   12

Law
renceville R

iverfront + W
alking Trail A

ccess P
roject

P
FA

FFM
A

N
N

 + A
S

S
O

C
IA

TE
S

1
8

-S
ep-0

2
R

IV
E

R
F

R
O

N
T

 T
R

A
IL

 D
E

T
A

IL
R

IV
E

R
FR

O
N

T TR
A

IL B
U

D
G

E
T D

E
TA

IL
Includes rem

ediation and planting strategies for the R
iverfront T

rail

D
escrip

tio
n

 o
f W

o
rk

Q
u

an
tity

U
n

its
U

n
it C

o
st

T
o

ta
l

D
e

m
o

litio
n

R
em

ediation of 2 patches of G
iant K

notw
eed along

the riverfront
1

LS
2

,5
0

0
.0

0
$

2
,5

0
0

$   

S
ite C

onstruction
P

lanting of new
, native species in lieu of G

iant K
notw

eed
1

LS
2

,5
0

0
.0

0
$

2
,5

0
0

$   

S
pecialties

S
ignage and graphics - 2 interpretive signs

1
LS

2
,0

0
0

.0
0

$
2

,0
0

0
$   

C
O

N
S

TR
U

C
TIO

N
 S

U
B

TO
TA

L
7

,0
0

0
$   

C
o

n
tig

e
n

cy (2
0

%
)

1
,4

0
0

$   

C
O

N
S

T
R

U
C

T
IO

N
 T

O
T

A
L

8
,4

0
0

$   

F
unctional P

ublic A
rt: D

esign and fabrication allow
ance

1
LS

1
,0

0
0

.0
0

$
1

,0
0

0
$   

D
esign &

 B
iorem

ediation technical services
1

LS
2

,5
0

0
$

2
,5

0
0

$   
S

urvey of trail
N

A
-

$           
-

$   
T

esting (soils and plant)
1

LS
1

,0
0

0
$

1
,0

0
0

$   
A

R
C

H
ITE

C
TU

R
A

L + E
N

G
IN

E
E

R
IN

G
 S

E
R

V
IC

E
S

 S
U

B
TO

TA
L

1
1

,5
0

0
$    

T
O

T
A

L
1

2
,9

0
0

$    

Law
renceville R

iverfront + W
alking Trail A

ccess P
roject

P
FA

FFM
A

N
N

 + A
S

S
O

C
IA

TE
S

1
8

-S
ep-0

2
40T

H
 S

T
R

E
E

T
 P

A
R

K
 + C

A
N

O
E

/K
A

Y
A

K
 L

A
U

N
C

H

40T
H

 S
T

R
E

E
T

 P
A

R
K

 + C
A

N
O

E
/K

A
Y

A
K

 L
A

U
N

C
H

 B
U

D
G

E
T

 D
E

T
A

IL
Includes design, engineering and construction of the 40th S

treet P
ark, im

proved river access and installation of the canoe/kayak launch
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