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Since its inception in 2002, “Find the Rivers!” (www.findtherivers.org) has continued to grow as an expansive and inclusive partnership that
allows residents of Pittsburgh’s Hill District a voice in the physical development of their community and a direct say in all stages of planning.

Our core network of partners consists of the Hill District Consensus Group, the Hill House Association, the Riverlife Task Force, the
Carnegie Mellon University School of Architecture’s Urban Laboratory, and Community Partners Institute, which coordinates and convenes
the partnership’s activities.

The work of “Find the Rivers! ” seeks a threefold impact:  (1) Support and expand economic development efforts; (2) Capitalize on views and
overlooks to attract visitors to the neighborhood, and encourage Hill residents to utilize the rivers; and (3) Support a renewal of the
community’s social and cultural life.

Under the auspices of the Hill District Consensus Group, “Find the Rivers!” organized multiple community conversations in 2002 and 2003.
During the course of those conversations, community residents shared stories about the ways they used to get to the rivers.  They recalled
the old incline, city steps, long forgotten streets and clever pathways devised by kids.  A fundamental aspect of “Find the Rivers!” methodology
has been to ask people to dream big and think about innovative ways to overcome existing obstacles separating the neighborhood from the
rivers.

Guided by the interests and needs of residents, we identified core elements for an initial “Find the Rivers!” design vision.   A key component
of that vision has been to use the community’s beauty as an economic asset by creating a “green link” through the Hill.  Running from the
Monongahela River at its Southern border to the hillside overlooking the Allegheny near its Northern border, Kirkpatrick Street is the
connector.  Green hillsides, with great river views at both ends of Kirkpatrick, hold great promise for use as trails and overlooks.  The urban
village, near where Kirkpatrick meets Centre, can be an urban jewel, characterized by art and light.

The Kirkpatrick Design Group oversaw this plan.  The design group was convened by “Find the Rivers!” and represented a broad spectrum of
people - residents, representatives of local and regional institutions, and multi-disciplinary groups of professionals.

The Kirkpatrick Design Group presented regular updates and received input at meetings of the Hill District Consensus Group, a community
coalition.  The ideas represented here bear the marks of many handprints and we are grateful to all who participated.

Between Fall 2005 and Spring 2006, The Kirkpatrick Design Group will move this plan forward by developing pilot projects along Kirkpatrick
Street. We invite you to join us in bringing our plans to fruition.

INTRODUCTION

Denys M. Candy
Community Partners Institute
Consultant to Find the Rivers!

Terri L. Baltimore
Director of Arts and Neighborhood Development
Hill House Association
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CONTEXT
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HILL DISTRICT
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BACKGROUND

History
A Walk Along Kirkpatrick
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1872
A stream runs through the site.

A large area of land remains undeveloped.

Development starts on the hillside above Fifth Avenue.

Kirkpatrick ends at Reed Street.

Ridge Street exists above the Strip District.

Two cemeteries have been established, one Catholic (Unnamed), and
one African American (Lincoln Cemetary), just east of what are now
Chauncey and Bedford Streets.

1886
The stream disappears.

Development starts around Kirkpatrick Street.

Kirkpatrick Street extends to Wyandotte Street.

The area around Ridge Street develops.

A high school is established on Ridge Street.

The beginning of large scale industrial development occurs along the
Monongahela River with The

Pennsylvania Tube Works and The Soho Iron Works.

HISTORY
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1923
The area on top of the Hill fills in extensively.

Industry along the Monongahela River greatly expands, with iron, steel
and tube construction.

The Penn Incline operates on the Hill.

Numerous stairways connect the Hill to the flats along both the
Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers.

Kirkpatrick Street connects to Bigelow Boulevard.

Irene Kaufmann’s Settlement House serves Hill
residents.

1904
Development increases surrounding Kirkpatrick Street.

Building materials change from wood to brick highest points of the Hill.

Four major Brick Yards open on the Hill.

Several public schools open.

A police station locates in the neighborhood.
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Image 1:  View of the Strip District from the Top of the Penn Incline,
which existed from 1884-1953.  Date Unknown.
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania.
University of Pittsburgh, Historic Pittsburgh Project.

Image 2:  Penn Incline.  Date Unknown.
http://www.spdconline.org/history/Facts/Inclines.html

Image 1

Image 2

HISTORY
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Image 3:  View of the lower Hill District prior to Urban Renewal.  Compare
this image to the one on page 19.
Date Unknown.
Lorant, Stefan.  Pittsburgh:  The Story of an American City.
Authors Edition, Inc., Massachusetts.  1975.

Image 4:  Logan Street,  Lower Hill District before Demolition.
Ca. Oct. 1956.
John R. Shrader.  University of Pittsburgh, Historic Image Collection.

Image 3

Image 4
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Image 5:  Better Neighborhood Contest.  July 1923.
Irene Kaufmann Settlement.
University of Pittsburgh, Historic Pittsburgh Project

Image 6:  Houses along Bigelow Boulevard. 1930.
Kingsley Associattion.
Kingsley Association,  Archives Service Center, University of Pittsburgh

Image 7:  Gordon’s Shoe Store at the Corner of Centre Avenue and
Kirkpatrick Street.  Ca. 1935 - 1950.  Charles Harris.
University of Pittsburgh, Historic Pittsburgh Project

Image 8:  Wylie Avenue and Kirkpatrick Street. Ca. 1960s.  Charles
Harris.
University of Pittsburgh, Historic Pittsburgh Project

Image 5

Image 7 Image 8

Image 6

HISTORY
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Image 9:  Crawford Grill.  Ca. early 1940s.  Charles Harris.
Carnegie Museum of Art.  Documenting our Past:  The Teenie Harris Archive Project.

Image 10:  The Pittsburgh Crawfords (with the Hill District in the Background).  Date Unknown.
northbysouth.kenyon.edu/ 2000/baseball/crawpic.JPG

Image 9

Image 10
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Image 11:  Fullerton Street [After destruction of the Lower Hill].
Charles Harris.
Carnegie Museum of Art.  Documenting our Past:  The Teenie Harris Archive Project.

Image 11

HISTORY
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Image 12:  Lower Hill Destruction.  August 1957.
University of Pittsburgh, Historic Pittsburgh Project.

Image 12
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Image 13:  Lower Hill Demolition.  Circa 1956.
University of Pittsburgh.  Historic Pittsburgh Collection.

Image 13

HISTORY
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Image 14

Image 14:  Destruction of the Crawford Grill.  Charles Harris.  Date Unknown.
Carnegie Museum of Art.  Documenting our Past:  The Teenie Harris Archive Project.
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Fifth Avenue Entry to Kirkpatrick Street

A WALK ALONG KIRKPATRICK STREET
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Lily Baptist Church
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Kirkpatrick Street and Bentley Drive

A WALK ALONG KIRKPATRICK STREET
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Kirkpatrick and Reed Streets
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Kirkpatrick Street and Centre Avenue

A WALK ALONG KIRKPATRICK STREET
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Kirkpatrick Street and Wylie Avenue

A WALK ALONG KIRKPATRICK STREET
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Kirkpatrick Street and Webster Avenue
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Kirkpatrick Street and Bedford Avenue

A WALK ALONG KIRKPATRICK STREET
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View to the Allegheny River from Kirkpatrick Street and Whiteside Road
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ANALYSIS
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VIEWS

MAJOR NODES

MINOR NODES

MAJOR ROADS

MINOR ROADS

GREENSPACE

SITE ANALYSIS MAP

CENTRE AVENUE

WYLIE AVENUE

FIFTH AVENUE

FORBES AVENUE

K
IRK

PATRIC
K

 STREET

REED STREET

BENTLEY DRIVE

ALL
EG

HEN
Y RIVER

MONONGAHELA RIVER
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CONNECT TO THE RIVERS
CONNECT TO HISTORY AND CULTURAL RICHES
CONNECT TO EXISTING AND NEW DEVELOPMENT
CONNECT TO EXISTING ROADWAYS (CITY)

PRESERVE THE HILLSIDES
PRESERVE EXISTING ECOLOGY
PRESERVE EXISTING BUILDINGS
PRESERVE RECREATION

ENGAGE THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY (MULTIGENERATIONAL)

CREATE A GATEWAY TO THE HILL DISTRICT

GUIDING DESIGN PRINCIPLES
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CONCEPTUAL DESIGN
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SCHEME A - LIGHT

BRING LIGHT TO KIRKPATRICK STREET
Scheme A proposes the use of light to knit the different sections of Kirkpatrick Street together.

BRING ART TO KIRKPATRICK STREET
Use the “light rooms” available along the length of Kirkpatrick as an opportunity to commission and  exhibit new
works of art.

INCLINE

GATEWAY TO THE
STRIP DISTRICT

RELOCATE PARK ENTRANCE
EXPOSED STORMWATER AND ART (P. 41)

SEATWALLS

KENNARD FIELD (P. 42)

STREET TREES WITH UPLIGHTING

OVERLOOK (P. 39)

FIFTH AVENUE GATEWAY

TRAIL SYSTEM

HISTORIC STREAM MARKING (P. 40)

FIFTH AVENUE

CENTRE AVENUE KIRKPATRIC
K STREET

BEDFORD AVENUE

URBAN CORRIDOR (P. 43)
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OVERLOOK

SIERRA LIGHT
RIELEY AND ASSOCIATES.  THOMAS JEFFERSON PARKWAY,
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA.

TOM BERGER.  FOREST SCHOOL.

A naturally occurring “bowl” on the hillside offers an open space that can be used for group gatherings.
This space connects to an elevated walkway that takes pedestrians out into the treetops. This walkway
can be part of a system of pathways that are all ADA accessible, making the hillside a place available to all
age groups.

Tall light poles randomly dot the hillside, lighting the paths, but also making the hillside visible to the
surrounding city.
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HISTORIC STREAM MARKING

HESSAMERICA - LEDIA LL ILLUMINATING STRIPS

The location of a former stream could be marked with light.



41

EXPOSED STORMWATER / ART

HESSAMERICA - LEDIA LL UW (UNDER WATER) ILLUMINATING STRIPS

SASAKI ASSOCIATES

The same light used for the historic stream location could also mark the exposed water channel
down the edge of Kirkpatrick Street.  Artful, lit benches create visual interest at night, and usable
spaces for pedestrians to sit during the day.  Street trees provide shade for those walking during
the day.  Lighting in the trees continues the theme of light in the evening.
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KENNARD FIELD

“GRASSCRETE” PAVING.  ROBERT IRWIN - DIA:BEACON, BEACON, NY

The existing ball field at Kennard Field remains.  The entrance to the park moves further down Reed Street
and eliminates the existing dangerous corner.  Expanded and reconfigured parking makes it more convenient
and  environmentally friendly.   The use of “Grasscrete” in the parking lot would visually maintain the grassy
groundplain of the rest of the park.  Water seeps into the ground thorugh the “grasscrete” thereby minimiz-
ing the need for connection to stormwater systems and creates environmentally space.

Trees planted in rows allow for visibility into the park.  They also provide an extension of the wooded hillside
into the park.

The playground moves and is reconfigured into a less rigid, more curvilinear space, with shade and new play equipment.
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URBAN CORRIDOR

The “Urban Corridor” (from Reed Sreet to north of Bedford Avenue) has numerous plans for redevelopment
along its length.  The design for this corridor must therefore remain flexible, while still tying into the overall
theme.  By simply uplighting the area’s existing buildings, abandoned lots become rooms of art.  Light artists can
be commissioned to produce pieces for these spaces.  As developments move up Kirkpatrick Street, these
lights can easily be removed.  The light theme can be incorporated into the architecture of the new buildings.

HESSAMERICA - LEDIA LL ILLUMINATING STRIPS

JAMES TURRELL
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SCHEME B - HISTORY

HONOR THE HISTORY OF THE HILL DISTRICT
Show the history of the Hill along the length of Kirkpatrick Street by embedding words, markings, maps and
artwork into the ground.

USE HISTORIC STREETS AND BUILDINGS TO ORGANIZE
THE DESIGN
Use subtle markings in the neighborhood around Kirkpatrick Street to acknowledge the significant streets and
buildings lost to urban renewal projects.

HISTORY PARK (P. 51)

POCKET PARK

URBAN INFILL (P. 49)

PLAYGROUND

KENNARD FIELD (P. 47)

OVERLOOK/AMPHITHEATER
(P. 46)

ENTRY GATEWAY (P. 45)

FIFTH AVENUE

CENTRE AVENUE

KIRKPATRIC
K STREET

BEDFORD AVENUE

DESVIGNE & DALNOKY - TGV MEDITERRANEE STATION, AVIGNON

HISTORIC STREETS

WATER CHANNEL (P. 48)

INTERSECTION TREATMENT
(P. 50)
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ENTRY GATEWAY

ENTRY GATE / “FOOTPRINT”

The 5th Avenue entrance marks the starting point for showing the history of the Hill.

MARCO ANTONINI, ROBERTOCAPECCI,
AND RAFFAELLA SINI - “OMBRE” GARDEN

ENRIC MIRALLES - IGUALADA CEMETERY, BARCELONA

SASAKI ASSOCIATES GEISEN ARCHITECTURE
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OVERLOOK/AMPHITHEATER
A naturally occuring “bowl” in the hillside, and currently existing stairways, create an outdoor theater, like New York City’s “Delacorte Theater”, provides
a place for annual productions that celebrate our local cultural heroes.  “August Wilson in the Park”, for example, is an annual festival that would be a
regional draw.

DELACORTE THEATER - HOME TO “SHAKESPEARE IN THE PARK”
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KENNARD FIELD

CENTRAL PARK’S PEDESTRIAN MALL

The sports field at Kennard, remains, with a reconfigured parking scheme.  The field
establishes a physical and visual connection to the surrounding neighborhoods.  A
pedestrian walkway (marking a street that was part of the original street grid of the
Hill) becomes a place for people of all ages to sit and people watch.  Connections
are established to surrounding neighborhoods.
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WATER CHANNEL

ATELIER DREISEITL - EXPO 2000 WATER TRACES TORE STRINDBERG - WATER SPRITE

A reworking of the existing stormwater channel makes it a playful, and expressive
structure for the movement of water.  The water “chatters” as it flows through the artful
designs on the ground, or even shoots up into the air.

K
IRK

PATRIC
K

 STREET

WOODED
HILLSIDE

WATER
CHANNEL
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URBAN INFILL

Taking cues from existing structures, new construction in the Hill echoes the architectural lan-
guage of community through the use of porches, colors, setbacks and scale.

THIS DEVELOPMENT ON THE HILL IS RESPECTFUL AND REFLECTIVE OF ITS SURROUDINGS
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INTERSECTION TREATMENT
Historic photographs provide a visual language to mark the intersections along Kirkpatrick Street.  Material such as cobblestone is
reminiscent of the “Old Hill”.

SMITHFIELD, DUBLIN.  MCGARRY NIEANAIGH ARCHITECTS.
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HISTORY PARK
A park, located at the northern end of Kirkpatrick Street becomes a place where the story of the Hill District can literally be written
into the landscape.  Constructed by the community, it becomes a place to permanently record memories of the Hill District and
celebrate the present.

VIA MAZZINI, VERONA.  BORIS PODRECCA AND DOMENICO LA

BIDDY MASON HOMESTEAD, LOS ANGELES.  PHOTO BY JIM



52



53

FINAL DESIGN
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FINAL DESIGN

A COMBINATION OF SCHEMES A AND B
CULMINATES IN THE INTEGRATION OF:

ART

LIGHT

HISTORY

WATER

LANDSCAPE

INCLINE (P. 62)
OVERLOOK

HILL DISTRICT  LIBRARY / MUSEUM COMPLEX (P. 61)

URBAN CORRIDOR (P. 60)

PASSIVE / WATER PARK (P. 59)

EXPOSED STORMWATER

KENNARD FIELD (P. 58)

CENTER ISLAND WITH
FLOWERING TREES

OVERLOOK (P. 56)
FIFTH AVENUE GATEWAY (P. 55)

ACCESSIBLE TRAIL SYSTEM

VISUAL CONNECTION TO RIVER

MARKED STREAM LOCATION
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FIFTH AVENUE GATEWAY

• New community gardens to complement existing gardens planted
by residents on Fifth Avenue.  These community gardens have a
calming effect on traffic.

• Flowering trees along Kirkpatrick Street offer visual interest.  .

• A mass community bulb planting day at Lily Baptist Church provides
an annual festival of color

• Perennial flowers in intense colors will appear - as an ethereal, yet
permanent reminder of the stream’s previous path.

• Lights on the Birmingham Bridge would mirror the lights of
Kirkpatrick Street, creating a unique point of interest.

PATRICIA HYNES - GARDEN PROJECT, SAN FRANCISCO

A STREAM OF BULBS MARKS THE RIVER PATH
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OVERLOOK
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THE OVERLOOK:

• takes pedestrians out into the tree canopy, and provides stunning views of the Monongahela River.  An
amphitheater with very simple, subtle seating allows for public gatherings.

• creates visual connection through lights dottting the hillside.

• provides physical connections to Fifth Avenue and Oakland require ADA accessible trail system along
the hillside.

• is accessible by all through the addition of new parking near the amphitheater.
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KENNARD FIELD

• Encourage the natural expansion of the woodlands south and east of the park.

• Continue to mark the historic line of the river through the park.

• Reconfigure the entries, add parking, and add a second entry to the park off Bentley Drive.

• Redesign and relocate the playground.

• Connect to the surrounding communities.
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PASSIVE/WATER PARK

• Make water accessible by incorporating it into site elements.

• Create a passive, comfortable area for seating, game playing, and art
displays.

DOUGLAS REED.  THERAPEUTIC GARDEN FOR CHILDREN.

ATELIER DREISEITL.  TOWN HALL SQUARE, HATTERSHEIM.

KIRKPATRIC
K STREET
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URBAN CORRIDOR

• Celebrate the existing buildings and spaces. - Illuminate the enduring beauty of the Hill District.

• Encourage light artists to use Kirkpatrick as exhibit space.

• Represent passage of water in locations where exposed drainage is impossible.

• Add street trees.
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HILL DISTRICT LIBRARY/MUSEUM COMPLEX

• Create a public location to house plans, photographs, and recorded histories relating to the Hill District.

• Create an urban space that allows for public access to water on one of the highest locations of the Hill.

• Incorporate light into the ground and walls.

• Mark the locations of previously existing buildings.

• Existing pivotal buildings should integrate into the overall concept.
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INCLINE

• Replace the Hill District Incline/Funicular, using a dramatic design and cutting edge technology, as a way to link the Hill with the Strip District,
Downtown and the Allegheny River.

• Promote Pittsburgh as an architectural and engineering destination.

• Create an overlook to capitalize on the views from the Hill.

• Extend Kirkpatrick Street across Bedford Avenue to take full advantage of views to the Allegheny River.

The Falkirk Wheel has transformed the economy of Falkirk,
Scotland, and established the town as a tourist destination.
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Falkirk Wheel. Gateshead Millennium Bridge, Newcastle/Gateshead, UK.
(Photo from Community Partners Institute)

A NEW INCLINE IN PITTSBURGH COULD BE A DESIGN OR REGENERATION ICON.
Examples of combining unique architectural design with proximity to water to generate economic development for a region include:

• Falkirk Wheel (Falkirk Scotland) which links two canals in Scotland.

• Gateshead Millennium Bridge (Newcastle/Gateshead, UK), a pedestrian bridge linking two cities.

Falkirk Wheel.
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APPENDICES
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Klavon Design Associates, Inc.
FIND THE RIVERS! PARTNERSHIP – KIRKPATRICK PARK PROJECT

January 14, 2005

Strengths
• Community Pride
• Existing Open Space
• Views (Existing & Potential)
• Historic Connections – History of the Hill (Physical, Social, Cultural, Consider

Fluid Nature of History)
• Residents (Also an Opportunity to Connect w/ Youth, the Future Population,

and to Inform Other Resident Groups About This Process)
• Current Community Planning Process

Threats
• Tearing Buildings Down
• Appropriation by Other Neighbors
• Loss of Housing Due to Economic Development
• Non-Elderly Friendly
• Gentrification
• Development

Constraints
• Access From Fifth Avenue, Housing Above Lily Baptist Church
• Noise Reduction
• Safety
• Possibility of Losing Current Residents
• Lack of Participation
• Language is an Issue – “Planning”, “Development”, Redevelopment”, No Demoli-

tion

MEETING MINUTES

January 14, 2005
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Opportunities
• Jazz Trails, Trails (Eliza Furnace) to Link with Existing Trails (Exercise, Education

with Community History, Nature, Celebrate History – Music, Art)
• Communication
• Long Term Kirkpatrick Extension
• Sculpture Gardens
• Development
• River Destination (Monongahela)
• Jobs
• Replace Incline (Physical Access, History)
• Business Development
• Bring People into Hill District
• Rivers as Resource, Green Space as Resource
• PR Development Can Engage Community
• Inclusive of Elderly, as Well as Youth
• Considering Costs - Think Creatively, Find Other Entities
• Create Entrance (Arrival Point) – Celebration
• Bring in City of Pittsburgh
• Declining Regional Population – Preservation
• Get a Handle on Development Plans
• Include Residents in Development Process
• Engage Other Institutions – Connections
• Include Youth in Design Process – Ownership

Weaknesses
• Bend in Road – Dangerous Access
• Public Perception (of Hill, of Green Space, of the Rivers)
• Community Perception of Development and Uncompleted Projects (Educa-

tion? Information?), Opportunity to Build into Future Community Develop-
ment

• Based on Costs Itemize List of Priorities (History of Unfunded Projects)
• Consider Issues such as Gentrification
• Clear Vision and Goal of Find the Rivers Projects



68

Klavon Design Associates, Inc.
915 Penn Avenue, Suite 1005
Pittsburgh, PA 15222
412.394.1181 (P)      412.394.1182 (F)
www.klavondesign.com

MEETING MINUTES

SUBJECT: Kirkpatrick Greenway
Find the Rivers

MEETING DATE: November 11, 2004

IN ATTENDANCE: Terri Baltimore, Hill House Association (HHA)
Denys Candy, “Find the Rivers!” (FTR)
Jason Vrabel, Community Design Center of Pittsburgh (CDCP)
Dina Klavon, Klavon Design Associates, Inc. (KDA)
Maria Riley, Klavon Design Associates, Inc.(KDA)

PROJECT GOAL AND OBJECTIVES

It is necessary to consider the Hill District as part of an ecosystem.  It is part of the city as a whole.  As such, the
desire is to reconnect the Hill to the Rivers, it will improve both the economic and physical health of the neighbor-
hood.  Root Shock by Dr. Mindy Fullilove makes the argument that “place” can provide the opportunity for disease
to thrive.  Terri has loaned KDA the book to use as a resource.

Possibilities for this connection:
1. Views and Overlooks
2. Physical (Will be difficult)

The perception of the Hill District has changed.  Historically it was a vibrant community with numerous main
streets containing varied resources.  Current perceptions of the Hill consist mainly of the Center Avenue corridor.

STRATEGY

The developer of Oak Hill owns the hillside, but it is in his interest to clean it up.  Fifth Avenue between
Kirkpatrick and the bend is owned by the city.  We still need to determine exactly who owns what.  People to ask
are:
1. Bob Reppe – City Zoning
2. Jeremy Smith – City Planning
3. Wanda – City Planning

There is great support for the creation of an urban hillside park.  A Greenway Study was done for the city by
CDCP about five years ago.  It will be an important resource, and we should make sure that our plans fit in with
any other possible greenways, thus connecting the neighborhood into a regional system.

Kirkpatrick Street is currently a commuter route in the early morning and late afternoon.  People trying to get
from Lawrenceville to Rte 837 on the South Side, cut through the hill.  Have any traffic studies of the neighbor-
hood been done?  This needs to be researched.

Neighborhood involvement is important, however, the neighborhood is “meeting out”. We will try to minimize the
need for additional meetings.

POTENTIAL FUNDING SOURCES

1. DCNR (we need to clarify who exactly needs to be involved in the application)
2. State/Public Side – Needs to be researched.

APPROACH

KDA will use the current city GIS map as our base.
KDA’s scope is as outlined in the original application for consideration.
The final product will consist of 5 color copies and a CD of the final report.
FTR requests that a second product consisting of an Executive Summary be produced
for fundraising purposes.
There is no hard deadline for the work, although there is a sense of urgency.  KDA will
make every effort to finish the work in a timely manner.

SCHEDULE

January 5th Kirkpatrick Design Group Meeting – 6PM
(Hill House Association Community Center)

January 14th Hill District Concensus Meeting
(Hill House Association Community Center)

February 16th 2nd Kirkpatrick Design Group Meeting – 6PM
(Hill House Association Community Center)

March 11th Hill District Concensus Meeting
(Hill House Association Community Center)

March 16 Final Meeting – 6PM
(Hill House Association Community Center)

April 8th Hill District Concensus Meeting
(Hill House Association Community Center)
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