Riverfront Vision Community Meeting, June 26, 2009

FOUR TOPIC DISCUSSIONS

ECOLOGY

General Goals/ Specific Strategies

e Reintroduce the natural ecology
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Daylight streams

Reintroduce native/wild areas

Improve or create habitats for wild life

Bring back original soils

Re-create wet lands (like Cape May) accessible by people
Naturalize Highland Park dam

e Restore hydrologic cycle (Eliminate CSO’s/ reduce stormwater runoff)
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Make River swimmable by 2025

Reduce impermeable surfaces

Create natural filtering / swales

Collect roof water in rain barrels

Create green roofs

Plant more trees

Create green streets that reduce stormwater

Create living walls along river that retain stormwater
Encourage PENDOT to use green solutions

e Create a healthy river
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Clean-up the riverfront, reduce litter/ encourage recycling
Use plants, ultraviolet light to filter the river
Control flooding w/landscape

e Protect views of river and riverfront
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Protect view from overgrowth
Get rid of parking lots along riverfront
Involve artists in riverfront reclamation

e Create better connections and access to the riverfront and river
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Create a walking path along river — go through different landscapes
Make riverbanks less steep for better access to river

Improve connections from neighborhoods to the riverfront

Bring river restoration up into the neighborhoods

Work from inland towards river (equality important)

Create water feature with stormwater/ river every 10 blocks



e Create better quality of life/ reduce carbon footprint in Study area
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Promote eco-friendly land uses

Create urban gardens including rooftop gardens

Clean the air

Utilize solar energy

Reuse existing buildings

Require “green” in new developments/ redevelopments
Eliminate noise pollution

Use vacant land as models for sustainable development
Use river flow to generate energy

Plant thousands of trees

Reuse wholesale barrels as rain barrels

Utilize existing parks and create better use by residents
Minimize new construction impact on community

e Educate the residents and visitors about the natural ecology
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Provide ecological educational signage or kiosks in Study area
Make residents aware of storm water issues

Attract more people to study ecology at nature centers

Map and identify green areas

Educate residents about what they can do on their property.
Involve CMU robotics with ecology



URBAN FORM

General Goals/ Specific Strategies

e Create public front along the river (stop turning back to river)
0 Need paved trails for biking, running and walking
0 Create better connections between neighborhoods
0 Work with businesses to remove barriers/fences
0 Create access to river and into river, specifically at 43" Street
0 Make pedestrians and bicyclists safe
e Utilize existing building stock and reveal history
0 Make Lawrenceville and Strip District national historic districts
Preserve historic architecture
Develop an inventory of historical buildings
Inter-mix historic features with contemporary
Utilize upper floors in historic Strip District buildings
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Reuse terminal building

0 Upgrade infrastructure and buildings to meet today’s needs
¢ Intensify development; enrich experience

0 Getland owners/developers to act, not let building stand vacant
Make area “target enforcement” zone to get area upgraded
Develop water activities/waterfront activities, kayak drop-off, marinas, etc
Encourage structured parking instead of “sea” of parking
Public/private concessions to deal with vacant land conditions
Allow for 24 hour activities for those other than young adults
Recognize different opportunities in different parts of area
Create docks and launches at rivers edge
Create pedestrian thoroughfare from 16" to 23" Streets
Market to high quality developments
Focus on quality, not quantity
Minimize parking by providing better transit
Introduce crosswalks in study area
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Improve lighting on Butler/Penn
0 Create uses other than shopping
e Create mix of uses
0 Accommodate everything from industrial uses to residential uses
0 Develop new mixed uses that are distinctive to area
0 Introduce amenity uses for community, e.g. supermarket, natural bakery, movie
theater, book store, dry cleaners, convenience stores
0 Allow for water related food uses; restaurants, cafes, and bars along river
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Allow for unusual schools, e.g. trapeze schools, specialty art schools
Define different uses for Riverfront and Butler Street districts
Create an area for a public market or farmer’s market

Provide some indoor recreation

e Create different types of housing throughout Study area
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Develop higher density in the Strip, townhouse density in Lawrenceville
Develop short term housing in the Strip

Develop elderly housing in Study area

Allow for floating housing

Develop modern housing types, including within Lawrenceville

e Enhance distinct sense of place with views and vistas
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Create terminus for views
Create views to river from neighborhood

e Provide usable open space as an amenity
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Create spaces for people to gather — e.g. Grant Park in Chicago

Make open spaces active such as recreational uses (including winter recreation), dog
park, outdoor theater, community gardens, playgrounds

Make AVRR right-of-way a seam not a barrier

Utilize Smallman Street @ produce terminal as urban open space

Link cohesive and identifiable open spaces

Incorporate public art in open spaces

Incorporate benches/pavilions to sit/picnic in parks

Create more public areas along river edges

Create fishing places along river — sponsor fishing tournament

Relocate 43" street concrete and develop space as a major public amenity (farmer’s
market, flea market, performance stage)

Re-think existing parks, e.g. Arsenal Park/ Leslie Park and connect into overall “green
system”



CONNECTIONS

General Goals/ Specific Strategies

e Provide for better and different connections through Study area
0 Provide better access from Busway to Strip and Lower Lawrenceville
0 Bring Light Rail up through Strip District
0 Provide better connections, vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian from Lawrenceville
through Strip to Downtown
0 Provide gondolas or inclines to hilltop communities
Use AVRR right of way for transit — connect to downtown — extend to Westmoreland
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Consider land uses when designing connections

Consider underground transit — especially below Veterans Bridge.
Create good interface between different types of transit

Provide better transit to Oakland, East Liberty and Shadyside
Create better rail system if it is to remain
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Look at best practices in other cities
0 Provide street furniture and lighting for pedestrians
e Provide access to the river and riverfront
O “Feel the River” in the neighborhoods.
Develop marinas for boats
Allow for docks for water taxis at key landing sites (22", 33", 43" McCandless
Create paths to water’s edge/ launches for kayaks/ canoes
Provide storage for kayaks
Create continuous riverfront trail
Allow for bike and pedestrian use
Create better connections to the riverfront
Connect East Liberty/ Highland Park connection to Riverfront via Heth’s Run

O O OO O o o o

0 Develop public landings
e Improve and coordinate movement systems
0 Create pedestrian and bicycle corridors to neighborhoods, downtown and riverfront
0 Separate industrial traffic from local traffic because of noise, safety and damage
0 Cluster industry with direct access over to Route 28
0 Minimize conflicts between trucks and neighborhoods
0 Consider AVRR corridor for bicycle corridor
e Minimize impact of railroad and other industrial barriers
0 Create pedestrian connections across RR tracks
0 Modify schedule and use to minimize impact and noise
0 Consider green way conversion like NY Highline



e Resolve problems with existing transportation systems
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Fix Doughboy Square traffic pattern

Rethink RR Street ROW

Reconcile access with parking on narrow streets

Reuse alleys for green ways

Develop better signage for traffic

Uplight bridges/ railroad trestles

Look at eliminating some two way traffic on narrow streets
Create options that eliminate parking need



MARKET

General Goals/ Specific Strategies

e (Create unique attractions within neighborhoods
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Provide venues for large civic event s, e.g. amphitheater, plazas

Provide special waterfront features

Create riverfront trails/ access

Provide kayak places, boat areas, etc.

Provide for riverfront recreation uses

Look at barge restaurants, fish shacks, docks, restaurants along riverfront, etc.

e Capture jobs and industry that favor this location
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Find sustainable industries would be good fit with community

Continue robotics or similar research related to universities

Continue design industry market (16/62 zone) to get better concentration

Market to cottage industries that fit with the neighborhood fabric

Play off of location near Children’s Hospital for related business and residential uses
Attract marketing and advertising related to the Arts, Research or Robotics

Build from existing Strip District market uses and encourage 24/7 activity and markets,
similar to Pike Market in Seattle

Establish new transit related industry

Encourage small businesses such as Mom and Pop and other start up businesses
Research and market to uses and industries that will reuse historic warehouse buildings,
e.g. robotics, assembly, film, music and live entertainment, etc.

Attract boat building, marinas or other water-use industries

Market to scientific research related to rivers

e Develop density and uses for a sustainable neighborhood
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Create a mix of uses that create pedestrian traffic and add vibrancy

Locate employment opportunities for the community within walking distance of
residential areas

Develop businesses that are needed by residential community that can be within
walking distance, e.g. grocery store, convenience store, bike shops

Increase residential densities that can support neighborhood services

Provide professional offices & neighborhood services

Develop recreational industries both in the neighborhood and along the riverfront
including playing fields, sports centers, gyms, skating rinks, etc

Develop density of uses to support transit stops

e Develop green space that is an amenity to uses
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Create good connections from green space to other uses
Bring riverfront up into the neighborhoods to create amenity and value



0 Make cemetery more of a park and amenity to community
0 Develop urban agriculture including rooftop agriculture
e Eliminate negative uses that discourage investment and diminish livability
0 Move City tow pound out of Strip
0 Remove scrap yards, tire places, used car lots, satellite parking, concrete plant, etc.
0 Move industry out of neighborhoods that have negative environmental effects including
producing heavy truck traffic, noise or pollution.
0 Discourage strip mall type businesses requiring large parking and vehicular traffic
o Employ funding strategies that can help neighborhood goals
0 Use fagade improvement funding for older buildings
0 Continue to use historic tax credit financing
e Integrate and coordinate marketing among different groups within Study area
0 Establish and facilitate communications between organizations
0 Develop joint marketing surveys. programs



