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Allegheny Riverfront A Contributing Resource

The New Golden Triangle

Allegheny Riverfront- A Contributing Resource
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Current Plans
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Community Concerns

Strip DistrictStrip District

• Pedestrian and vehicular conflicts
• Mix of usesMix of uses
• Key connections to the river and other areas
• Public space/ access to green space
• Let it evolve on its own
• Don’t ‘Disneyfy’ it

Lawrenceville

• Lack of connections 
• Truck conflicts

Saving historic structures• Saving historic structures
• Access to riverfront
• Grocery store and other neighborhood services
• Keep mixture of uses  including industrialKeep mixture of uses, including industrial
• Maintain diversity
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Neighborhood Character
Strip DistrictStrip District
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Neighborhood Character
LawrencevilleLawrenceville
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Vision Goals

Vision Planning Goals

Vision Goals

• Increase economic vitality and future for study area.
D l  l t  iti  l t d t  th  i f t• Develop complementary amenities related to the riverfront.

• Improve connections both from the neighborhoods to the river and the city as well as 
between the neighborhoods.

• Restore and enhance the natural ecological character and quality  • Restore and enhance the natural ecological character and quality. 
• Create beautiful and memorable places built upon natural and historical resources. 
• Plan for incremental and sustainable development through lasting stakeholder 

partnerships  partnerships. 
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Spatial Framework – Lateral Zones
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Spatial Framework – Linear Zones
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Ecological Goals

Ecological Framework

Ecological Goals

• Re-introduce the natural ecology
• Create a healthy riverCreate a healthy river
• Restore the natural hydrologic cycle
• Reduce carbon footprint in study area 
• Encourage regenerative development
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Re introduce the natural ecology

Ecological Framework

Re-introduce the natural ecology

Riparian Buffer Restoration & Protection

River Access: Walking Trails / Linear Green SpaceRiver Access: Walking Trails / Linear Green Space

spatial ecology connections urban form



Create a healthy river

Ecological Framework

Create a healthy river
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Restore the natural hydrologic cycle

Ecological Framework

Restore the natural hydrologic cycle

80% Tree Canopy Cover
60% Tree Canopy Cover
40% Tree Canopy Cover
25% Tree Canopy Cover
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Reduce carbon footprint in study area 

Ecological Framework

Reduce carbon footprint in study area 

Green Rooftops

spatial ecology connections urban form



Encourage regenerative development

Ecological Framework

Encourage regenerative development
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Ecological Network

Ecological Framework

Ecological Network

spatial ecology connections urban form



Ecological Recommendations

Ecological Framework

Ecological Recommendations

• Capture stormwater from all 1” or less storm events
• Create a 200’ wide riverfront riparian zone from downtown to Highland Create a 200  wide riverfront riparian zone from downtown to Highland 

Park.
• Transform AVRR right-of-way into a green boulevard and alternative trail
• Create a network of green streets and alleys
• Provide requirements and incentives for green design
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Spatial + Ecological Framework
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Connections Goals

Connections Framework

Connections Goals

• Create alternatives to the automobile
• Distinguish between moving goods and moving peopleDistinguish between moving goods and moving people
• Reduce truck traffic through neighborhoods
• Improve public access to the riverfront and the river
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Create alternatives to the automobile

Connections Framework

Create alternatives to the automobile
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Strip District – Street Section
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Strip District – Street Section

Smallman Street with Trolley Line

hSmallman at 28th Street 
looking east
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Local Truck Movement

Connections Framework

Local Truck Movement
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Local Automobile Movement

Connections Framework

Local Automobile Movement
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Improve public access to the riverfront and the river

Connections Framework

Improve public access to the riverfront and the river
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Connections Recommendations 

Connections Framework

Connections Recommendations 

• Introduce new commuter line and trolley service as alternatives to autos
• Prioritize street system to distinguish movement of goods from movement of peoplePrioritize street system to distinguish movement of goods from movement of people
• Create shared parking facilities to support retailing and development
• Design bicycle and pedestrian paths into rights of way
• Limit trucking-oriented land uses and eventually regulate truck size in neighborhoods
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Spatial + Ecological + Connections Framework

To Allison Park and North
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Urban Form Goals

Urban Form Framework

Urban Form Goals

• Celebrate river connections
C t    l  i f t• Create new access along riverfront

• Introduce higher density
• Create a mix of interactive uses

I  id ti l tibl  d l t• Insure residential compatible development
• Create new infrastructure
• Apply green design standards
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Celebrate river connections

Urban Form Framework

Celebrate river connections

Before AfterBefore After
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C t    l  th  i f t AVRR “B l d”

Urban Form Framework

Create new access along the riverfront- AVRR “Boulevard”

Before After

AVRR “Boulevard” at 33rd Street looking West
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AVRR Boulevard  at 33 Street looking West



Urban Form Framework

C t    l  th  i f t AVRR “B l d”Create new access along the riverfront- AVRR “Boulevard”

AVRR “Boulevard” at 40th Street looking East

Before After
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AVRR Boulevard  at 40 Street looking East



AVRR “Boulevard” Section

AVRR “B l d”AVRR “Boulevard”

28th and Railroad Street 
looking East

Commuter 
and Freightoo g ast
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AVRR “Boulevard” Section

AVRR “B l d”AVRR “Boulevard”

36th and AVRR 
Right-of-Way looking Commuter 

and Freightg t o ay oo g
East

and Freight
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Introduce higher density

Urban Form Framework

Introduce higher density

Before AfterBefore After
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Create a mix of interactive uses

Urban Form Framework

Create a mix of interactive uses

Before AfterBefore After
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Insure residential compatible development

Urban Form Framework

Insure residential compatible development

Before After
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Create a new infrastructure

Urban Form Framework

Create a new infrastructure

Before AfterBefore After
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Apply green design standards

Urban Form Framework

Apply green design standards

Before AfterBefore After
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Urban Form Recommendations 

Urban Form Framework

Urban Form Recommendations 

• Layers of development zones from riverfront into the communities.
• Riverfront communities that cut across the development zonesRiverfront communities that cut across the development zones.
• Regenerative riverfront zone to prioritize access and live-work amenities.
• Catalytic sites to spur reinvestment.
• All development residential friendly
• Create market choice, flexibility, and options
• Intervene at five different levels

spatial ecology connections urban form



Intervene at five different levels

Urban Form Framework

Intervene at five different levels

• Transformative Development - Redevelop major underutilized sites 
• Strategic Catalysts – Introduce new projects to spur local developmentStrategic Catalysts Introduce new projects to spur local development
• Repurposed Places - Reuse existing buildings to create distinctive places
• Maintenance – Allow for continued evolution
• Preservation – Preserve and enhance authentic and significant resources
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Urban Form Framework

Transformative DevelopmentTransformative Development

spatial ecology connections urban form



Urban Form Framework

Transformative Development  Strip District from 11th to 21st StreetTransformative Development: Strip District from 11th to 21st Street

View along the riverfront between 
16th Street and 21st Street

A new public piazza view looking 
down Smallman Street between 16th

Street and 21st Street
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Urban Form Framework

Transformative Development  Strip District from 11th to 21st StreetTransformative Development: Strip District from 11th to 21st Street

View looking east from 11th Street
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View looking east from 11 Street



Urban Form Framework

Transformative Development  Strip District from 11th to 21st StreetTransformative Development: Strip District from 11th to 21st Street

View looking east from 11th Street
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View looking east from 11 Street



Urban Form Framework

Strategic CatalystsStrategic Catalysts

Before AfterBefore After

Wendy’s site at 40th Street and Butler Street
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Wendy s site at 40 Street and Butler Street



Urban Form Framework

Repurposed PlacesRepurposed Places

Ice House on 43rd Street
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Ice House on 43 Street



Urban Form Framework

MaintenanceMaintenance

Strip District along Penn Avenue between 16th Street and 22nd Street
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Strip District along Penn Avenue between 16 Street and 22 Street



Urban Form Framework

PreservationPreservation
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Historic houses along 38th Street in Lower Lawrenceville



Urban Form Framework

Envisioning Regenerative Riverfront CommunitiesEnvisioning Regenerative Riverfront Communities

Nineteenth Century Twenty-first Century
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Envisioning the New Riverfront
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