COMMUNITY MEETING 2
CHARRETTE AREA NOTES

11™ STREET TO 16™ STREET BRIDGE FROM LIBERTY TO THE RIVER

Map Diagram: 16" Street Bridge as a “connector” of north side to the Strip; pedestrian
connection and bike trail connection; make these two riverfronts seem as one
connected “village.”

Portal at 11" Street: Keep the historical flavor of past activities in this area.

Activities: Right now this area is a blank slate. Encourage outdoor family activities with
a park; Bryant Park in NYC cited as an example. Need to welcome and “draw-in”
people from Downtown. Continue “village” idea across the River to the north side.

Uses: This area should have “unique” uses, not just your regular retail. Not looking for
another Station Square. Hostel recommended. Include an amphitheater, which could
draw year-around attendance.

Parking: Desire a ramped garage to consolidate surface parking and also to open up
land for development.

Connections: Install an incline to connect the Strip to the Hill. Consider a trolley or light
rail line to connect Downtown to the Strip. Continue far into Downtown to pick up
ridership. People like street cars for short trips.

Bike Paths: Encourage recreational bike paths in area, including loops that can connect
to other trails. Encourage bike commuters and “share the road” signage. Visual clues
for car vs. bikes vs. pedestrians are important for safety.

Development: Use this area to transition from Downtown to the Strip: height of
buildings to slope down from downtown heights to the Cork Factory height at 23™
Street.

Architecture: Propose a mix of architecture to make it interesting and different from
Downtown. Command the River. Majestic.

What’s Missing: Grass. Public space. Outdoor activities around the Heinz History
Center. Pedestrian infrastructure, such as benches, sidewalks, trees. Currently no
street lights. Area is not pedestrian-friendly.



AREA CENTERED ON 21°" STREET FROM LIBERTY TO THE RIVER

Map Diagram: Timeline of Uses: 24-7 uses: market culture—restaurant culture—
club/bar culture. Good examples are Prospect Park in Seattle, Reading Market in
Philadelphia, Lincoln Road where there is a mixture of autos and pedestrians, and not
pedestrian-only malls. Provide a loop shuttle on Smallman and Penn from the 16™
Street Bridge to 23™ Street (Cork Factory); 5-minute intervals; free; to connect parking
patrons to the stores so that loss of on-street parking is acceptable. Construct new
parking garage on south side of Liberty at 20"/21° Streets. Install vendor “islands”
along Penn Avenue at intersections between 21% Street and 17" Street. Use parking
lots on 18" Street between Penn and Smallman as a “park,” like Prospect Square in
Seattle. Turn the former club building on south side of Smallman between 19" and
20" Streets into an indoor market. Provide street seating and cafes along both sides of
Smallman Street between 16" Street and 21°" Street. Concern about pedestrian safety
on Smallman around the 22 Street/23rd Street area. Connect 17" Street and 19"
Street through the Produce Terminal out to the riverfront; other possible connections
through the Terminal at Colville, 18", and 20™ Streets aligning with streets. Turn the
Produce Terminal into a European food market like Reading Market in Philadelphia.
Provide a flea market behind the Produce Terminal between 19" and 21 Streets.
Continue Railroad Street behind the Produce Terminal to the 16™ Street Bridge.
Provide underground parking between the 16™ and Veterans Bridges from Smallman
to the River. Residential uses between Railroad Street and the River from the 16"
Street Bridge to 21* Street. Install a two-way street with parallel parking along the
riverfront from the Veterans Bridge to 21°%' Street, with the trail network along the
riverfront side. Continue bike/pedestrian trail to Lawrenceville east of 21 Street.

Connectivity: Provide “connectivity” throughout this area. Bicycle connectivity. Urban
forest connectivity. Natural gardens. Include public sculpture.

Uses: It should be more than a destination—make this area a “neighborhood.”
Examples are public markets in Amsterdam and Denver. Discourage automobile use,
including no cars in certain areas. Should be a pedestrian and trolley area. Need for a
green park for respite, eat lunch, etc. More residential with more of a neighborhood
feel. Make both shores residential (across the River). Create open space along the
River with a street for public access.

Pedestrians: Encourage pedestrian mobility. Widen pedestrian walk ways and paths.
Provide wider “islands” at intersections. Green an island in front of the St. Stanislaus
church at Smallman.

Bicycles: Provide bicycle connectivity through this area for three reasons: use by
tourists, commuter use, and to displace the automobile. Provide secure bicycle
parking. Provide rent-a-bike service.



Parking: Keep auto parking on Smallman Street. Provide free shuttle from parking
garages to destinations.

21" Street to the River: Make this a bicycle connection and a green connection.
Railroad Street: 60’ right-of-way. Pave this street with the rails embedded.

Smallman Street: Too chaotic. Needs better crossings. How about transit in the street
that is frequent, clean, and reliable? Smallman as Pittsburgh’s “Urban Piazza.”

AVRR: Not a heavy railroad commuter line. No electric overhead lines like the LRT.
Interurban, diesel powered rail cars on urban streets—people during the day and limit
freight to night use only. Make multimodal, similar to the San Diego model. Connect
into the “T” system. Use the right-of-way for transit as well as freight.

Traffic: Smallman and Liberty are now “speedways” into town. Slow traffic by reducing
lane width, shift lanes, use traffic calming strategies, and provide more on-street
parking.

HERRON/DOUGHBOY SQUARE/33"° STREET CORRIDOR FROM LIBERTY TO THE RIVER

Map Diagram: Hub of this area is between 33" Street and 35" Street from Liberty at
Iron City Brewery to the River; center of hub along 33" Street around Smallman/AVRR.
Link Polish Hill residences to the study area via Herron. Iron City Brewery site could be
converted to a residential development, similar to the Cork Factory. Daylight the water
flow down the Busway and into the Herron/Liberty intersection. Provide a bike trail
along the Busway, connecting to Smallman Street at 33" Street and connecting over to
35" Street and the River. Create a public park/open space at the intersection of
Herron and Liberty. “Push” Lawrenceville residential down Penn and Liberty into this
area all the way to 33" Street. Convert city-owned land at 29"/Tow Pound site to a
public park. Demolish the AVRR spur along the riverfront. Integrate artwork under the
railroad bridge at Liberty and along the 33" Street trestle. Integrate commuter and
freight traffic on the CSX (33" Street trestle) over to Oakland.

Identity: This area lacks identity. Artists are crucial in storytelling of district. Put artists
on transit-oriented design teams; can work with architects and developers. Art can be
integrated into the design process. Potential for more artwork at Herron — maybe with
ecology? Lawrenceville looks to be far away from the River (more than % mile).

Uses: This area needs more residential uses, from 33" Street going east. Could recycle
place be relocated?

Mogul Mind: Bringing in a major production. Needs a place and amenities for their
people.



Iron City Brewery: The next spot for a large-scale residential development. “Iron City
Square.”

Development: Build a %-mile radius around the hub.
Riverfront: Too much concrete along the riverfront. This needs to be reduced.

33" Street and Elevated Railway: A freight corridor along 33" Street. Unfunded light
rail connection could justify new funding. CSX connection to Oakland is crucial. Make
the train trestle a “living wall.” Street, itself, needs to be improved. 33" Street can be
unique and gorgeous.

AVRR: Eliminate the AVRR spur tracks near the river; could then create a continuous
trail from 28" Street to 48" Street. The off-loading line from the CSX overhead line (at
33" Street and the River) could be demolished; used only one time per day. It would
be great to ride the trail along the River to Lawrenceville.

Connections: Transportation is Pittsburgh’s biggest problem. Could use Smallman and
Railroad Streets as thoroughfares.

Pitt-Ohio: Could be ready to move. This would have a major impact on traffic patterns.

39" STREET TO 44™ STREET FROM BUTLER TO THE RIVER

Uses: High tech. Specialized manufacturing. 39" Street to 51° Street is the best
opportunity to get “green” to the River. Move heavy industry (jobs) to either end of
this area (i.e., near 39" Street or past 44" Street). Mixed use character is an attractive
alternative — don’t homogenize. Concern about gentrification. Need to focus on
keeping stuff, such as the Library and Giant Eagle. Area needs neighborhood-serving
stores.

Connectivity: Create connectivity/network in this area. A continuous business
district—connecting retail across 39" to 40" Street. Stress connectivity, not “nodes.”
43" Street is a good River connection to Butler Street.

Smallman Street: Smallman to 40™ Street connection is problematic: already too much
traffic; negative effect on residential uses. A connection is desirable, but not a

roadway which will only add traffic to 40" Street.

Trail: High priority in this area.



Arsenal: Historic property in lower Arsenal complex, a section of the original armory
wall remains. Needs a historic designation?

Traffic: Need traffic calming at 40" and Butler. Parking underneath?

48"™ STREET TO McCANDLESS STREET FROM BUTLER TO THE RIVER

Map Diagram: Make the riverfront into a bike trail and promenade. Construct a
riverfront park where McCandless reaches the riverfront. Allegheny Cemetery as green
space for the community. Reinvest in existing housing assets from Butler to the south
and between Stanton Avenue and 55" Street; a B & G enterprise zone.

Uses: Important: Tap potential of Allegheny Cemetery as a public place for access,
bicycle riding, family picnics. Extend commercial into the 10" Ward. Work with
industrial uses that are employers and good neighbors. Low-scale industry, such as
green industry, robotics, medical, are low-impact uses compatible with the
neighborhood and could allow public access to the riverfront. Residential uses from
Butler to the River not a good use in this area. Create amenities and uses along streets
leading to the river.

Development: There is a surplus of commercial and residential land in this area. Needs
investment.

McConway-Torley: Pros and cons about this property. Good employer. Heavy truck
traffic.

AVRR: A barrier throughout this area. Blocks access to the River.

Connections: Connect new site for B&G (boys and girls) Club to the River.
Riverfront: Reclaim the river. Provide benches, canoe/kayak launch. Fishing. Water
location for film industry. Green with native plants. Birding. Biking trails. Dock.
Swimming. Water taxi. Restaurants, with riverside decks for lounging. Dog park. Art.

Picnics. Park horses. Activity creates security.

Green Streets: Stanton. McCandless, 48" Street. Use community gardens to help green
streets.

Contacts: Cleo Zell, (412-802-7220), cleo@lunited.org. Shelly Martz at City Planning,
(412-255-2287), shelly.martz@city.pittsburgh.pa.us.
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